
 Pope Francis declared a Year of Mercy, an Extraordinary Jubilee, which began on Dec. 8, on the Solemnity of 

the Immaculate Conception and will conclude on the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe on Nov. 

20, 2016. This Jubilee Year began on Dec. 8 for two reasons. One was to coincide with the Immaculate Conception. God 

set His gaze on Mary, holy and immaculate in love (cf. Eph 1:4), choosing her to be the Mother of man’s Redeemer. The 

other reason is Dec. 8 is the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. “The Church 

feels a great need to keep this event alive. With the Council, the Church entered a new phase of her history. The Coun-

cil Fathers strongly perceived, as a true breath of the Holy Spirit, a need to talk about God to men and women of their 

time in a more accessible way. The walls which for too long had made the Church a kind of fortress were torn down 

and the time had come to proclaim the Gospel in a new way. It was a new phase of the same evangelization that had 

existed from the beginning. It was a fresh undertaking for all Christians to bear witness to their faith with greater en-

thusiasm and conviction. The Church sensed a responsibility to be a living sign of the Father’s love in the 

world.” (Misericordiae Vultus 4)  

 Since the 15th century, a holy door has been viewed as a ritual expression of conversion. The believer associ-

ates the door with Christ (Jn. 10:7). In the words of Pope Francis, “There is only one way that opens wide the entrance 

into the life of communion with God: this is Jesus, the one and absolute way to salvation. To Him alone can the words 

of the Psalmist be applied in full truth: ‘This is the door of the Lord where the just may enter.’” (Ps 118:20) 

(Incarnationis Mysterium 8)  

 When Pope Francis opened the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica on December 8, the “Holy Door will become a 

Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instills 

hope.” (MV 3) In this Jubilee Year, let us allow God to surprise us. He never tires of casting open the doors of His heart 

and of repeating that He loves us and wants to share His love with us. The Church “feels the urgent need to proclaim 

God’s mercy. Her life is authentic and credible only when she becomes a convincing herald of mercy.” (MV 25) For the 

first time in the history of Jubilee tradition, Pope Francis is allowing every cathedral of each diocese to have a Holy 

Door and even is allowing the local bishop to have more than one church in each diocese to have a Holy Door. Francis’ 

decision reflects how he wants this Year of Mercy to be experienced by as many people as possible versus as in the 

past only a select few who could afford to go to the four basilicas in Rome that had a Holy Door: St. Peter’s, St. John 

Lateran, St. Mary Major and St. Paul Outside the Walls. There are allowances also for the homebound & imprisoned. 
  

 On the Third Sunday of Advent, bishops throughout the world will be opening Holy Doors in their respective 

dioceses, just as Pope Francis will open the Holy Door in the Cathedral of St. John Lateran in the Diocese of Rome. (St. 

Peter’s Basilica in Rome is not a cathedral church.) Here in our archdiocese, the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart and 

St. Mary’s Basilica in Galveston have doors designated as a Holy Door which will be opened this weekend and will close 

on November 13, 2016.  

 To make it more convenient for the faithful, Holy Doors will be opened at the following other pilgrimage sites 

In Houston: St Bernadette Church (15500 El Camino Real); Our Lady of Guadalupe (2405 Navigation Blvd); Our Lady of 

Lavang (12320 Old Foltin Road); St. Francis of Assisi (5100 Dabney); St. Ignatius Loyola (7810 Cypresswood Drive, 

Spring); St.Theresa (705 St. Theresa Blvd., Sugar Land).   

What is a Holy Door? 

Holy Door at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 


