
Pastor’s Message 
     Dear Friends in Christ: 

     Quí Ông Bà và Anh Chị Em thân mến trong Chúa Kitô: 

     Estimados Amigos y Amigas en Cristo: 
 

 This weekend we have the wonderful opportunity to have the relics of St. Anthony of Padua from the Basilica in Pad-

ua, Italy. St. Anthony of Padua (August 15, 1195 – June 13, 1231), also known as Anthony of Lisbon, was a Portuguese Cath-

olic priest and friar of the Franciscan Order. He was born and raised by a wealthy family in Lisbon and died in Padua, Italy. 

He was noted by his contemporaries for his excellent preaching and expert knowledge of scripture. He was proclaimed a Doc-

tor of the Church on January 16, 1946.  

 He is also the patron saint of finding things or lost people. The reason St. Anthony's help is invoked for finding things 

lost or stolen is traced to an incident that occurred in Bologna. According to the story, Anthony had a book of psalms that was 

of some importance to him as it contained the notes and comments he had made to use in teaching his students. A novice who 

had decided to leave the Order stole or took the psalter with him. Prior to the invention of the printing press, any book was an 

item of value. Upon noticing it was missing, Anthony prayed it would be found or returned. The thief was moved to restore the 

book to Anthony and return to the Order. The stolen book is said to be preserved in the Franciscan friary in Bologna.  

 We as Catholics only worship God, but we venerate the Saints and their relics. One must understand that the word 

“worship” over time has undergone major changes in understanding. Originally, worship meant to ascribe honor, worth or ex-

cellence, whether to a civil magistrate or God. Even in Britain, to address a civil magistrate, one would say “Your Worship” or 

in the U.S., a judge “Your Honor.” (We are taught to honor our parents and our U.S. founding fathers; spouses are called to 

love and honor each other.) But with time, the concepts of honor in Greek took on differentiations for God and humans. The 

Greek term latria referred to the honor that is due to God alone, and the term dulia referred to the honor that is due to humans, 

especially those who lived and died in God’s friendship, the saints. Then we started to use the words “adore or adoration” for 

the total reverence to God, and the words “venerate, veneration and honor” to apply to humans. To venerate thus means to give 

honor, great respect or reverence to a person. So we say “We adore (worship) God alone, but we honor or venerate his saints.” 

So the word worship and venerate are very different in meanings. 

 The word “relic” comes from the Latin “reliquiae” which refers to some object, notably part of the body or clothes, 

which remains as a memorial of a departed saint. Some struggle with honor or veneration to relics. Yet examples exist in the 

Bible without using the word relic. Did not Joseph of Arimathea show great honor or veneration to Jesus’ body when taken 

down from the cross and buried? Nicodemus honored Jesus’ body by binding his body in wrappings of cloth with perfumed 

oils (Jn. 19:38-40). Do we not today reverence or honor a deceased body? 

 When Jesus healed the blind man (Jn. 9:1-7), He chose to use mud and spittle, material things, to bring about a heal-

ing. These material things in themselves had no power to heal but were the “vessels” to bring about the healing. Only God can 

heal. The same is true with relics. God uses material things or relics to bring about healing, just as He uses ordinary material 

things (water, wine, bread, oil and the imposition of hands) to effect the giving of grace in the Sacraments. See “About Relics” 

on p. 13 for examples of physical things (touching the bones of the prophet Elisha, the cloak, the shadow, handkerchiefs and 

aprons—relics) in the Old and New Testament and how these things effected cures. There is a perfect congruity between pre-

sent day Catholic practice & Scripture practices. If one rejects all Catholic relics today, then one should reject the biblical rel-

ics. 

    Praised be the Sacred Heart of Jesus! Forever, amen! 

    Hãy chúc tụng Thánh Tâm Chúa Giêsu đến muôn đời, amen! 

    ¡Alabado sea el Sagrado Corazón de Jesús! ¡Por siempre, amen! 

 

 

      Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 

      Pastor / Rector 



What are Relics? 
 Relics include the physical remains of a saint (or of a person who is considered holy but not yet officially canonized) as well as oth-

er objects which have been “sanctified” by being touched to his body...The use of relics has some, although limited, basis in Sacred Scrip-

ture. In II Kings 2:9-14, the Prophet Elisha picked-up the mantle of Elijah, after he had been taken up to heaven in a whirlwind; with it, Eli-

sha struck the water of the Jordan, which then parted so that he could cross. In another passage (II Kings 13:20-21), some people hurriedly 

buried a dead man in the grave of Elisha, “but when the man came into contact with the bones of Elisha, he came back to life and rose to his 

feet.” In Acts of the Apostles we read, “Meanwhile, God worked extraordinary miracles at the hands of Paul. When handkerchiefs or cloths 

which had touched his skin were applied to the sick, their diseases were cured and evil spirits departed from them” (Acts 19:11-12). In these 

three passages, a reverence was given to the actual body or clothing of these very holy people who were indeed God’s chosen instruments– 

Elijah, Elisha, and St. Paul. Indeed, miracles were connected with these “relics”– not that some magical power existed in them, but just as 

God’s work was done through the lives of these holy men so did His work continue after their deaths. Likewise, just as people were drawn 

closer to God through the lives of these holy men, so did they (even if through their remains) inspire others to draw closer even after their 

deaths. This perspective provides the Church’s understanding of relics. 

 The veneration (honor, great respect or reverence) of relics of the saints is found in the early history of the Church. A letter written 

by the faithful of the Church in Smyrna in the year 156 provides an account of the death of St. Polycarp, their bishop, who was burned at the 

stake. The letter reads, “We took up the bones, which are more valuable than precious stones and finer than refined gold, and laid them in a 

suitable place, where the Lord will permit us to gather ourselves together, as we are able, in gladness and joy, and to celebrate the birthday of 

his martyrdom.” Essentially, the relics– the bones and other remains of St. Polycarp– were buried, and the tomb itself was the reliquary.” 

Other accounts attest that the faithful visited the burial places of the saints and miracles occurred. Moreover, at this time, we see the develop-

ment of “feast days” marking the death of the saint, the celebration of Mass at the burial place, and a veneration (honor, great respect or rev-

erence) of the remains. After the legalization of the Church in 313, the tombs of saints were opened and the actual relics were venerated 

(honor, great respect or reverence) by the faithful. A bone or other bodily part was placed in a reliquary– a box, locket, and later a glass case– 

for veneration (honor, great respect or reverence). This practice especially grew in the Eastern Church, while the practice of touching cloth to 

the remains of the saint was more common in the West. By the time of the Merovingian and Carolingian periods of the Middle Ages, the use 

of reliquaries was common throughout the whole Church. 

 The Church strived to keep the use of relics in perspective. In his Letter to Riparius, St. Jerome (d. 420) wrote in defense of relics: 

“We do not worship, we do not adore, for fear that we should bow down to the creature rather than to the Creator, but we venerate (honor, 

great respect or reverence) the relics of the martyrs in order the better to adore Him whose martyrs they are.” Here we need to pause for a 

moment. Perhaps in our technological age, the whole idea of relics may seem strange. Remember, all of us treasure things that have belonged 

to someone we love– a piece of clothing, another personal item, or a lock of hair. Those “relics” remind us of the love we continue to share 

with that person while he was still living and even after death. We are very proud to say, “This belongs to my mother,” for instance. Our 

hearts are torn when we think about disposing of the very personal things of a deceased loved one. Even from an historical sense, at Ford’s 

Theater Museum for instance, we can see things that belonged to President Lincoln, including the blood stained pillow on which he died. 

With great reverence then, we treasure the relics of saints, the holy instruments of God. 

 During the Middle Ages, the “translation of relics” grew, meaning the removal of relics from the tombs, their placement in reliquar-

ies, and their dispersal. Sadly, abuses grew also. With various barbarian invasions, the conquests of the Crusades, the lack of means for veri-

fying all relics, and less than reputable individuals who in their greed preyed on the ignorant and superstitious, abuses did occur. Even St. 

Augustine (d. 430) denounced impostors who dressed as monks selling spurious relics of saints. Pope St. Gregory d. 604) forbade the selling 

of relics and the disruption of tombs in the catacombs. Unfortunately, the Popes or other religious authorities were powerless in trying 

to control the translation of relics or to prevent forgeries. Eventually, these abuses prompted the Protestant leaders to attack the idea of relics 

totally. (Unfortunately, the abuses and the negative reaction surrounding relics has led many people to this day to be skeptical about them.) 

 In response, the Council of Trent (1563) defended invoking the prayers of the saints, & venerating (honor, great respect or rever-

ence) their relics & burial places: “The sacred bodies of the holy martyrs and of the other saints living with Christ, which have been living 

members of Christ and the temple of the Holy Spirit, & which are destined to be raised and glorified by Him unto life eternal, should also be 

venerated (honor, great respect or reverence) by the faithful. Through them, many benefits are granted to men by God.” 

 Since that time, the Church has taken stringent measures to insure the proper preservation and veneration (honor, great respect or 

reverence) of relics. The Code of Canon Law (#1190) absolutely forbids the selling of sacred relics, and they cannot be “validly alienated or 

perpetually transferred” without permission of the Holy See. Moreover, any relic today would have proper documentation attesting to its 

authenticity. The Code also supports the proper place for relics in our Catholic practice: Canon 1237 states, “The ancient tradition of keeping 

the relics of martyrs and other saints under a fixed altar is to be preserved according to the norms given in the liturgical books,” (a practice 

widespread since the fourth century). Many Churches also have relics of their patron saints which the faithful venerate on appropriate occa-

sions. And yes, reports of the Lord’s miracles and favors continue to be connected with the intercession of a saint and the veneration (honor, 

great respect or reverence) of his relics. In all, relics remind us of the holiness of a saint and his cooperation in God’s work; at the same time, 

relics inspire us to ask for the prayers of that saint and to beg the grace of God to live the same kind a faith-filled life.  

                             Source: http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what-are-relics/ 



Why do we pray to Saints? 

St. Anthony of Padua, pray for us.  

 Since the earliest days of the Church, Catholics have always venerated (honor, great respect or reverence) those holy men and wom-

en who have gone before us and are now with our Lord in heaven. Unlike most Protestant denominations, Catholics have a clear sense that 

we who belong to the pilgrim Church on earth are united with the Church triumphant in heaven and the Church undergoing purification in 

purgatory– we call this union the communion of Saints (cf. Catechism, #957). Together, the Church on earth, in heaven, and in purgatory 

form one Church, one Mystical Body of Christ. 

 Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church emphasized that Christ founded the Church, “the society structured with hierar-

chical organs and the mystical body of Christ, the visible society and the spiritual community, the earthly Church and the Church endowed 

with heavenly riches.” The Church on earth and the Church of heaven, are not two separate realities; “on the contrary, they form one com-

plex reality which comes together from a human and a divine element” (#8). 

 This union, however, is not something static, but dynamic. Just as we who are members of the Church on earth help each other on 

the path of salvation through our prayers, good works, and example, so do the saints help us. The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church stat-

ed, “Being more closely united to Christ, those who dwell in heaven fix the whole Church more firmly in holiness, add to the nobility of the 

worship that the Church offers to God here on earth, and in many ways helps in a broader building up of the Church. Once received into their 

heavenly home and being present to the Lord, through Him and with Him and in Him, they do not cease to intercede with the Father for us, 

as they proffer the merits which they acquired on earth through the one mediator between God and men. …So by their brotherly concern is 

our weakness greatly helped” (#49). 

 Note that the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church emphasized that Christ is the one mediator. Sometimes Protestants object to the 

Church’s devotion to saints because they misconstrue praying “to the saints” to mean diminishing the role of Jesus. While we may say, “Pray 

to the saints,” we actually mean asking them to intercede for us– to pray with us and for us– to our Lord, who bestows all graces. To refute 

this very objection raised by the first Protestant leaders, the Council of Trent (1563) stressed that “it is good and useful to invoke [the saints] 

humbly, and to have recourse to their prayers, their help and assistance, in order to obtain favors from God through His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who alone is our Redeemer and Savior.” Yes, we must never lose our focus on Christ. However, the saints who are alive with Christ 

can indeed pray for us and by their vigilant and faithful example help keep our eyes focused on Christ. If anything, these saints, who have 

proclaimed Christ as Redeemer and Savior in their lives, want to lead all to Him, not to distract us from Him. 

 The very active role of the saints in the Church comes alive in the Liturgy. Remember that during the Rites of Baptism and Ordina-

tion, the faithful chant the Litany of Saints, invoking the aid of this cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1). Each time we celebrate the Holy Sac-

rifice of the Mass, we remember these great saints, mentioning by name at least our Blessed Mother, the patron saint of the parish, and the 

saint whose feast it may be. In the Preface, the priest exhorts the faithful to lift up their hearts and join with all the angels and saints in prais-

ing God. During the Eucharistic Prayer, we recall their constant intercession for us. At this time, heaven is joined to earth once again as our 

Lord becomes present and dwells among us in the Holy Eucharist. Our communion with the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament unites us in com-

munion with all the angels and saints. Therefore, we praise God for this great band of witnesses, and we must not forget to implore their aid, 

remembering, “Their glory fills us with joy, and their communion with us in your Church gives us inspiration and strength as we hasten on 

our pilgrimage of faith, eager to meet them” (Preface from the Solemnity of All Saints) 

       Source: http://catholicstraightanswer s.com/why-do-we-pray-to-saints/ 

About Relics                                                                                                                Source: http://treasuresofthechurch.com/about -relics 

Relics are physical objects that have a direct association with the saints or with Our Lord. They are usually broken down into three classes. 

First class relics are the body or fragments of the body of a saint, such as pieces of bone or flesh. Second class relics are something that a 

saint personally owned, such as a shirt or book (or fragments of those items). Third class relics are those items that a saint touched or that 

have been touched to a first, second, or another third class relic of a saint. Scripture teaches that God acts through relics, especially in terms 

of healing. In fact, when surveying what Scripture has to say about sacred relics, one is left with the idea that healing is what relics “do.”  

 When the corpse of a man was touched to the bones of the prophet Elisha the man came back to life and rose to his feet (2 Kings 13:20-

21). 

 A woman was healed of her hemorrhage simply by touching the hem of Jesus’ cloak (Matthew 9:20-22). 

 The signs and wonders worked by the Apostles were so great that people would line the streets with the sick so that when Peter walked 

by at least his shadow might ‘touch’ them (Acts 5:12-15). 

 When handkerchiefs or aprons that had been touched to Paul were applied to the sick, the people were healed and evil spirits were driv-

en out of them (Acts 19:11-12).  

In each of these instances God has brought about a healing using a material object. The vehicle for the healing was the touching of that ob-

ject. It is very important to note, however, that the cause of the healing is God; the relics are a means through which He acts. In other words, 

relics are not magic. They do not contain a power that is their own; a power separate from God. Any good that comes about through a relic is 

God’s doing. But the fact that God chooses to use the relics of saints to work healing and miracles tells us that He wants to draw our attention 

to the saints as “models and intercessors” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 828). 



A Very Short Catechesis on the Veneration of the Relics 

1. What is a “blessed” or a “saint?” 

A “blessed” or a “saint” is a disciple of Jesus Christ who, after death, lives happily ever after in God's perfect presence. The tech-

nical meaning of “blessed” or “saint” refers to an official recognition by the Church that a person's soul is now in heaven. 

2. How does someone become a “blessed” or a “saint?” 

To become a blessed or a saint is the task of every Catholic while on earth. We might know someone who, during his or her life-

time, accomplished this goal. The Church gives us All Saints' Day to celebrate those countless saints who lack official recognition. 

Official recognition of a person as “blessed / saint” is a long & thorough process. It is called the cause for canonization.  

3. Isn't contact between the living and the dead forbidden by the bible? 

Not all contact is forbidden. Just divination is forbidden. Meritorious contact with the dead is called veneration (honor, great re-

spect or reverence). It is the seeking of help from those who “die in the Lord,” (Rev. 14:13). 

4. What does the Apostles' Creed mean when it says, “I believe...in the communion of the saints?”  

The communion of the saints is the communication between the three states of the Church in the Holy Spirit: the Church in heav-

en, the Church in purgatory, the Church on earth. 

5. Why should we imitate the saints? 

We should imitate the saints because they are the friends of God. We are the friends of Jesus when we love one another as Jesus 

loves us. The saints imitate Jesus in their time and place. So, they are examples of how to imitate Jesus closer to our time and 

place. 

6. What does it mean to venerate a saint's image or relic? 

Only God is worshiped and adored. Saints, with the Blessed Virgin Mary being the first among them, are honored. This honor is 

called veneration (honor, great respect or reverence). To venerate a saint's image or relic is to kiss or to touch it reverently as if 

that friend of God was physically present. 

        Source: http://www.saintrosequincy.org/bulletins/Very-Short 


