
Sacrament of Penance (Confessions) 
 

 Monday - Friday:  30 minutes prior to Mass 
 First Thursday of the month: 4:30 - 5:15 pm 
    (Weekdays: Confessional near the Sacred Heart transept) 
 

 Saturday:  3:30 - 4:30 pm 
 Sunday:     8:15 - 8:45 am  (between 7 & 9 am Masses) 
                  10:15 - 10:45 am (between 9 & 11 am Masses) 
                    4:30 - 5:00 pm 
 

    Vietnamese and Spanish  30 minutes prior to Mass 
     (Weekends: Confessional near entrance way on the right) 

CO-CATHEDRAL of the SACRED HEART 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

          CATHEDRAL CENTRE 
 Parish office is located at the Cathedral Centre. 

1701 San Jacinto at Jefferson St. 
Houston, TX  77002-8215 

(Parking behind the Centre) 
 Phone: 713-659-1561 Fax: 713-651-1365 

Office hours:  Monday - Friday 8 am to 5 pm  
(Closed: 12 noon - 1 pm) 

 

1111 St. Joseph Parkway at San Jacinto / Fannin St. 
 

Church Hours — M - F:  6:30 am - 6 pm;  Saturday: 9 am - 8:30 pm;  Sunday:  6:30 am - 9 pm 

Weekend Mass 
 

                    English: Saturday Vigil 5 pm 
  Sunday 7 am, 9 am, 11 am, 5:30 pm 
 Vietnamese:  Saturday Vigil 7 pm 
  Sunday 1 pm 
       Spanish:  Sunday 7:30 pm 
 

Weekday Mass  
 7 am, 12:10 pm Monday - Friday  
 7:30 pm, First Fridays: Vietnamese Mass, 
                         followed by Exposition and Benediction 

January 8, 2017 



 

 New Parishioners:  
     Register with the parish office: ext. 111. 
 

 Church Certificates:  
     For all sacramental certificates: ext. 137. 
 

 Baptism: 
     —For infants & children under age 7—713-337-3570.        
     —For 7 years & older (Rite of Christian Initiation  
     adapted for Children): ext. 142. 
 

 Children’s Catechesis & Evangelization (CCE):  
     For pre-K through high school: ext. 142. 
   

 First Penance & First Holy Communion:  
     For 2nd through 12th grade: ext. 142. 
 

 Confirmation:  
     —For high school youth: ext. 142.  
     —For adults: ext. 141. 
 

 High School Youth Ministry: ext. 142. 
 

 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):  
    For adults inquiring about becoming Catholic and  
     baptized  Catholics who lack Confirmation and Holy 
     Communion: ext. 141. 
   

 Evangelization & Adult Faith Formation: ext. 141. 
 

 Music Ministry: ext. 152.   
      

 Young Adults: cocathedralya@gmail.com  

 Marriage:  
     Contact ext. 131 at least 9 months prior to wedding date. 
     

 Vocations for Priesthood and Religious Life:  
     Contact the Office of Vocations: 713-652-8239 or 
      www.houstonvocations.com  
 

 Holy Communion to the Sick/Homebound: ext. 136. 
    

 Anointing of the Sick:  
       Any Catholic who is to have surgery due to a serious 

illness; any Catholic whose health is seriously im-
paired by sickness or old age should be anointed 
ASAP, preferably before going to the hospital.  

        Contact the parish priest to be anointed: ext. 136. 
 

 Funerals: ext. 143.  

 

 Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help: 
       Wednesday before 7 am & 12:10 pm Mass 
 

 Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus:  
       Friday during 7 am & 12:10 pm Mass 
 

 Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction:  
       —First Thursday of the Month (English)  
           Conclusion of 12:10 pm Mass until 6 pm 
       —First Friday of the Month (Vietnamese)  
           7:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition / Benediction 
 

 Parish Outreach: caritas@sacredhearthouston.org 
 

 Tours of the Church:  ext. 143 

 

Phone: 713-659-1561      Visit our web site for vital info: www.sacredhearthouston.org 

          CO-CATHEDRAL of the SACRED HEART 
                               Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, D.D., S.T.L. 
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 

 

The Most Reverend George A. Sheltz, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
The Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza,  D.D., Archbishop Emeritus 

    The Most Reverend Vincent M. Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L., Retired Auxiliary Bishop 
 

Co-Cathedral Clergy 

The Very Reverend Lawrence W. Jozwiak, J.C.L., Pastor / Rector 
 The Reverend Anthony Columba Ekanem, MSP; The Reverend Alfonso Dat-Nhan Tran, Parochial Vicars 

Deacons: Johnny Salinas, Leonard Lockett, John Carrara, Daniel Addis and Truong Son Nguyen 

Co-Cathedral Staff 
Selma DeMarco - Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation 

 

Carmen Benitez - Faith Formation Associate;  Stephanie Rocha - Youth Director 
 

Crista Miller - Director of Music / Co-Cathedral Organist; Natasha Manley - Music Associate / Wedding Music  
 

Michael Emmerich - Co-Cathedral Associate Organist;  Jeong-Suk Bae - Co-Cathedral Assistant Organist 
Bree Delphin - Secretary for Weddings; Elizabeth Perez - Bulletin Editor and Secretary for Sacramental Records  

 

Deacon John Carrara - Business Manager; Gwenne Buck - Facilities and Project Coordinator  
Jordyn Woods - Parish Outreach Coordinator; Shannon Wesley - Parish Accounting; Chris Felix - Building Engineer 

 

Katherine Buck - Baptismal Secretary / Receptionist; Esmeralda Cervantes - Receptionist 
 

Ruben Valenzuela, Trong Pham - Maintenance;  Guillermo Herrera, Ray Garcia - Sextons 



Pastor’s Message 
  

  p. 3 

Praised be the Sacred Heart of Jesus! Now and forever, amen!   
   Hãy chúc tụng Thánh Tâm Chúa Giêsu đến muôn đời, amen! 
       ¡Alabado sea el Sagrado Corazón de Jesús! ¡Por siempre, amen! 

 
 

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor / Rector 

January 8, 2017    
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
     Quí Ông Bà và Anh Chị Em thân mến trong Chúa Kitô:  
              Estimados Amigos y Amigas en Cristo: 

Today we celebrate the great solemnity of Epiphany. 
Actually, Epiphany is the 12th day after Christmas which 
falls on January 6th. Epiphany is one of the 10 universal 
holy days of obligation. When it falls during the week, 
Epiphany in the United States and some other countries is 
moved with the approval of Rome to the closest Sunday and 
celebrated liturgically.  It is moved to Sunday which is the 
preeminent holy day of obligation. As a result, hopefully 
more people will experience this feast day since they can 
come to Mass more likely on a Sunday than a weekday.   

This great solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord commemo-
rates the manifestation of Christ to the Magi (kings or wise 
men) from the East. Matthew is the only evangelist who tells 
the story of Magi from the East, who followed a star in their 
search for the newborn King of the Jews. There is no men-
tion that there were three. Presumably, that number comes 
from the three gifts that were offered.  Tradition has the 
names of the Magi as Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. Each 
gift had a prophetic meaning: gold, the gift for a king; frank-
incense, an incense, the gift for a priest; and myrrh — a buri-
al ointment, a gift for one who would die. These Magi came, 
looking for the newborn child, Jesus.  May we all seek Jesus 
in all things and give him homage in all things.  

Epiphany also represents the universality that Jesus came 
for all people, all nations. This concept sounds wonderful, 
yet so many struggle living this truth out.  Do we really be-
lieve Christ is for all? He came for all and loves all yet why 
do some hold feelings of superiority, entitlement, or carry 
out sinful acts of prejudice, discrimination and hatred toward 
others? Do we welcome and accept others, even when we 
may have differences of views, hopefully expressed always 
in a respectful manner? May our parish continue to welcome 
the diversity of people, languages, cultures, gifts and talents, 
etc.  I have been told many times this universality is why 
some people are so attracted to the Catholic Church and spe-
cifically to our parish.   

Speaking of acceptance of others, this week of Jan. 8-14 
is National Migration Week with a theme of ‘Creating a Cul-
ture of Encounter.” Pope Francis is challenging us to look 
beyond our own needs and wants to those people around us. 
We have to remember that all people in their history have 
migrated. Scripture speaks repeatedly of the migration expe-
rience, from Abraham who was sent out from his homeland 
in the Old Testament, to the Holy Family who fled Herod 
and lived their lives for a time as refugees in a foreign land. 

With respect to migrants, too often in our society we fail 
to encounter them as persons, and instead look at them as 
others or, worse yet, as problems. We do not take the time to 
engage migrants in a meaningful way, but remain aloof to 
their presence and suspicious of their intentions. That unfor-
tunately is the same pattern with anyone else who may be 
different in views or life styles.  Yes, those people who are 
criminals or terrorists need to be addressed. But most people 
who have come here are good people, seeking a better quali-
ty of life, the exact same reasons why our immigrant ances-
tors came to this nation.  Let us pray that we as a country can 
finally reform our immigration policy, respect people in their 
dignity, and not separate families.  No one person knows the 
policy solution, but collectively with an openness to God’s 
wisdom, we can do it.  For more info, see p. 12.   

Thank you to all those who worked so much to ensure 
the Christmas Masses were so beautiful. Thank you to those 
who coordinated the decorations. It takes so much planning, 
work and time to decorate. A visitor sent me this email mes-
sage:  “The Church looked beautiful with all the Christmas 
decorations. What a blessing to have such talent among your 
parishioners.” Oh how true! Thank you to all the ushers, 
altar servers, sacristans, lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion; to the various choirs who spent so many 
weeks in preparation, etc. Thank you especially to those who 
assisted at more than one Mass, if not several Masses, such 
as the ushers. This dedication is a sign of your love for God 
and our parish.   

Are you Catholic but lack Confirmation? See p. 9. 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic? See p. 9. 

2nd Collection next weekend: Loan Reduction 
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Gathering Hymn 
Introductory Rites 

Penitential Rite 
     Kryie eleison; Criste eleison; Kyrie eleison. 
 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
  
 

First Reading    Readings:  #990 

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 72 

 R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  

 
 

Second Reading 
 
 
 

Gospel 
 

Homily  
Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, con-
substantial with the Father; through Him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from Heaven,  
 

(We all are to make a bow of the body during the next 2 lines.) 
    and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
    and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will 
have no end.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken  
through the Prophets.   

Order of Mass 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. E    
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  
Amen.    
 

Prayer of the Faithful 
     Offertory Music 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Preparation of the Altar and Presentation of the Gifts  
P. Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be 
 acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
C. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the 
 praise and glory of his name, for our good and the 
 good of all his holy Church. 

Eucharistic Prayer  
P: The Lord be with you.     C: And with your spirit. 
P: Lift up your hearts.     C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     C: It is right and just. 
 

Sanctus / Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Mysterium Fidei / The Mystery of Faith (B) 
 

Amen 
 

The Communion Rite 
Agnus Dei / The Lamb of God 
 

P: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
C: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
     roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  
   For those who are practicing actively the Catholic Faith.  
   Please bow before receiving the Body and/or Blood of Christ. 
 

Communion Music 
The Concluding Rites 

Recessional Hymn  

7 am Antiphons 
Entrance: Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and  
Kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.     
     (Cf. Mal. 3:1, 1 Chr. 29:12)    
 

Communion: We have seen his star in the East, and have 
come with gifts to adore the Lord.     (Cf. Mt. 2:2) 

WELCOME to the Co-Cathedral! MUSIC for MASS 
   We are a community of faith where all people are welcome! 
Visitors, please come back as often as possible. If you do not 
have a parish home, consider joining our parish, sharing your 
time and talent with us. For any questions, ask the Greeters in 
the narthex.  Participate as fully as you are able to do so, using 
these pages. Silence all cell phones please! 
 

 

 

Gathering Hymn:  
  #535 We Three Kings  
 
Offertory Music:  
  Motet: Brightest and Best - Malcolm Archer  
  Hymn:  #534 As with Gladness Men of Old  
 
Communion Music:    
  Chant: Antiphon: Vidimus stellam (Mode IV): " We have  
  seen his star in the East, and we have come with our gifts, to  
  worship the Lord."    
  Motet: (5pm) Hodie Chr istus Natus Est - Bedford  
  (9 & 11am)Arise, Shine, O Jerusalem - Palestrina, arr. by Jackson  
  Hymn: #537 The First Nowell  
 
Recessional Hymn:  (5pm) #524 Joy to the World 
  #531 What Star Is This  



Sung Mass Setting (Ordinary) 
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Happy New Year!  We say that our  goals for  music at the Co-Cathedral are to worship, teach and inspire.  How did we meet those 
goals, and what might YOU look forward to by getting involved?   In 2016, we worshipped together, fostering congregational singing and 
challenging the choirs to offer Gregorian Mass Propers and historical motets spanning the canon of Catholic literature at 364 regular week-
end Masses, and many other Cathedral and guest occasions.   With visitors gathered from around the nation, we worshipped at two differ-
ent national musical conventions for the American Guild of Organists and the National Association of Pastoral Musicians.   Both weeks  
were like having a year’s worth of musical events in a few days, reaching many people worldwide by live stream.  One end product of the 
AGO Convention (and one your music director shepherded for 5 years!) was the creation, premiere, and publication of a new book of or-
gan music based on congregational hymns, including many Catholic favorites by Catholic composers.  The book's premiere  was recorded 
by the radio program Pipedreams.   Closer to home, for Christmas Eve, CCSH choirs presented Cantata BWV 64 (See now! How the Fa-
ther's Great Love for Us)  by J. S. Bach, sacred music in its own right, but also a recognition of  Pope Francis’ October outreach to Luther-
ans.   We repeatedly used music to express mercy in the Jubilee Year in 2016, and celebrated the canonization of Mother Theresa.   We 
continued our tradition of trilingual musical Masses for Thanksgiving, Holy Thursday, Easter Vigil, and Corpus Christi (with Vespers).  
Our Vietnamese Choirs continue their strong leadership in the community, now hosting the Archdiocesan Vietnamese group comprised of 
musicians throughout the city.  Our Coro Fraternidad de San Juan Diego hosted its biggest Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration to date, 
with traditional songs, Mariachi Imperial and scholarly music in Nahautl and Spanish. 
 

We significantly increased Catholic music teaching this year alongside faith formation, with the help of Selma De Marco.   With course 
development from Associate Organist Michael Emmerich, music educators Mary Ann Addis and Jennette Hafernik  taught music to every 
CCE child each Sunday morning.    Our  St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Children's Choir  moved from a Sunday morning meeting 
time to a formal rehearsal hour after school as that group prepares for our annual hosting of the American Federation of Pueri Cantores.    
By continuing the 6 (6!) English New Roman Missal Mass settings our parish knows, you’ve risen to the call to sing to participate in 
Mass!   (Keep it up!)  In the city of Houston, our  music staff presented a ser ies of three workshops on music resources and philoso-
phy to Catholic school music teachers.  Nationwide,  our programs were presented to audiences attending the NPM National Convention.  
The Co-Cathedral music staff continues to serve the Conference of Roman Catholic  Cathedral Musicians as a leader particularly in the 
area of Hispanic historic music of the Americas (sacred polyphonic music traditions by and for Americans, composed in the 17th-18th 
centuries) alongside music published in the 1980s for Latin American communities.   As composer,  Michael Emmerich shared with this 
group of Cathedral peers newly written music such as a wedding Gloria designed to quickly teach maximum realistic participation for 
guest assemblies who may know a minimum about the Mass. This music was used at near ly 100 weddings in 2016;  music and 
teaching of wedding liturgical music instruction was coordinated by Music Associate Natasha Manley, who also instructs families for fu-
neral music, both at CCSH and throughout the city.  Private voice lessons were given on our  campus this year  by Natasha Manley 
and members of our Schola Cantorum, and organ lessons were taught by Crista Miller and Assistant Organist Dr. Jeong-Suk Bae, recently 
named Instructor of Organ at the University of St. Thomas. 
 

For your inspiration, you can now take home a bit of our glorious pipe organ!  Dr. Crista Miller completed the organ's debut recording, a 
three year project, released this summer on the Acis label, and currently bringing listeners a glimpse of our church via NYC's Archdioce-
san music show,  Sounds of the Spires(@CatholicChannel), Orgelradio in Belgium, and Total Organist in Lithuania.   This double-CD 
entitled Bonjour and Willkommen includes 160 minutes of sacred music spanning 500 years and includes Gregorian chant as well.   We 
continued our First Friday 12:45 PM Organ Recitals with students from the University of Houston, and held lectures/demonstrations of 
Martin Pasi's Op. 19 organ to many.   We continue to reached out to the musical community-at-large, with performances by  the St. Thom-
as (NYC) Choir of Men and Boys, the Houston Chamber Choir, Houston Masterworks Chorus, the Archdiocesan Choir,  Kingwood High 
School and many others, and expect to have a full concert series in the upcoming 2017-2018 season.  
 

At this time many will think prayerfully of New Year’s resolutions.   Would you like to deepen your faith through learning more about 
liturgical music this coming year?  All of the activities listed above were accomplished by teamwork – we are many parts but all one body! 
– and we need YOU.   You might join one of our adult choirs in English, Spanish, or Vietnamese.  Your children might join our new St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque choir.  But those are not the only ways.  If you can only sporadically volunteer, help in the music office, with 
publicity, or with the concert series.  Commit to bringing a friend to a concert.  Or, as the year ends, make a financial contribution.  Even 
modest amounts can “sponsor” CCE music teachers or instrumentalists who add so much to our annual celebrations.  Everyone can (and 
should!) commit to singing just a bit more in Mass, out of joy and love.   We are looking forward to hearing you make a joyful noise!  -- 
Crista Miller, Director of Music,  Cmiller@sacredhearthouston.org 



MASS  INTENTIONS 

 

WELCOME  ALL  VISITORS to the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart!                              

 Deceased †                                                                      

Weekend readings:  #990 in the red hymnal 
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;  
 Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28  
 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;  
 Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;  
 Jn 1:29-34 

READINGS  for  the COMING WEEK 

For the scriptures used at Mass every day and to hear a   
   reflection:  go to http://www.usccb.org/  Tab in on the day of 
   the month on the calendar noted as Daily Readings on the  
   right side of the main page. These readings can be sent daily to 
   your email. 

                                                            Prayers 

PRAY  for ... 
•   peace in our world, especially in the Holy Land, for an end to terrorism and civil strife, all hostages, refugees and immigrants. 
• the safety of all those who protect us:  military personnel, police officers, fire fighters and all others. 
• a transformation of mind and heart for those who do not believe in the sanctity of human life.  
• for all healthcare professionals to make wise and ethical decisions to promote health. 
• the spread of the Gospel and the sanctity of all marriages and families. 
• an end to all discrimination, prejudice and hatred. 
• all the sick and suffering, the dying and the faithful departed †. 
 
 
 

Christian Unity: That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and fraternal charity to restore 
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the challenges facing humanity. 

 

Saturday                January 7 
  (Eng)    5:00 pm    Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak                        
  (Viet)    7:00 pm    For the Vietnamese Catholic Mothers       

Sunday          January 8 
  (Eng)    7:00 am    Anthony “Wil” Dalferes †                                    
  (Eng)    9:00 am   Joseph Nguyen † and Family 
  (Eng)  11:00 am    Myke & Lynda Nieto 
  (Viet)    1:00 pm    For the Vietnamese Men of the  
                                Sacred Heart 
  (Eng)    5:30 pm    For the People of the Parish 
  (Span)  7:30 pm    Hector Maldonado †  
                               & Maria de Carmen Ramirez †    
Monday                  January 9   
  (Eng)    7:00 am    Isabel Hernandez †      
  (Eng)  12:10 pm    Angela Robinson    
Tuesday                 January 10  
   (Eng)   7:00 am    Menelio Hernandez †                                              
    (Eng) 12:10 pm    R. David Seip †                                                                                                        
Wednesday           January 11 
  (Eng)    7:00 am     Fr. Charles J. Borski, OMI  †                                                       
  (Eng)  12:10 pm    Gloria Wismer  †                                                                                                                   

Thursday               January 12  
  (Eng)    7:00 am    Fr. Eddie Garcia †                                              
  (Eng)  12:10 pm     Olga Gallegos  †                                              
Friday        January 13 
  (Eng)    7:00 am    Fr. Stephen Mandry †    
  (Eng)  12:10 pm    Bertha Sasoni †                                              
Saturday                January 14 
  (Eng)    5:00 pm    Neil Kerrign †                                                                    
  (Viet)    7:00 pm    For Community Intentions        

Sunday          January 15 
  (Eng)    7:00 am    James Konieczny †                                    
  (Eng)    9:00 am    Jerry Engeldorf †                                              
  (Eng)  11:00 am    Maria Natividad Benitez de Garcia †                                              
  (Viet)    1:00 pm    For Community Intentions 
  (Eng)    3:00 pm    Meghan Rinaldi 
  (Eng)    5:30 pm    Raye White & Family 
  (Span)  7:30 pm    For the People of the Parish  
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Pray for those marrying  

Jan. 14 — Blake Joseph Beltran & Hannah Anne Hyams  

PRAY  for the  DEAD 

For the repose of the souls of Fr. Stephen Mandry †; Fr. George 
Hosko CSB †; John E. Cahoon Jr. †, father of Fr. John Cahoon; 
Jerry Harris †, cousin of Martin Harris; May Riveron †, mother of 
Jesse Riveron; Claudia Moran †, sister of Josephine Beaudion; 
Joseph V. Quigley †; and Dolores Sanchez †. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace.     —Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.   —Amen. 
For consolation and God’s healing graces upon the family 
and friends of the deceased. Heal their pain and dispel the 
darkness and doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 

Pray the Rosary daily for:  
• Life and Marriage 
• Religious Liberty 
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Faith Formation for Children and Youth  
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart Parish 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
The goal of Children and Youth Faith Formation here at the Co-
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart is to provide a  comprehensive process 
of the highest possible quality of Catholic Christian Education and 
Spiritual Formation for the Children and Youth of our Parish.  We do
this in a safe, welcoming, caring, and hospitable environment while
enabling their parents and guardians to successfully accept and perform 
their role as the primary teachers and role  models of their children. 

ACTIVITIES FOR CATHOLIC FAMILIES 

         Saint of the Day 
        St. Angela of Foligno 
                Feast Day: January 7 
Some saints show marks of holiness very early. Not 
Angela! Born of a leading family in Foligno, Italy, 
she became immersed in the quest for wealth and 
social position. As a wife and mother, she contin-
ued this life of distraction. Around the age of 40, 
she recognized the emptiness of her life and sought 

God’s help in the Sacrament of Penance. Her Franciscan confessor 
helped Angela to seek God’s pardon for her previous life and to dedi-
cate herself to prayer and the works of charity. Shortly after her conver-
sion, her husband and children died. Selling most of her possessions, 
she entered the Secular Franciscan Order. She was alternately absorbed 
by meditating on the crucified Christ and by serving the poor of Foligno 
as a nurse and beggar for their needs. Other women joined her in a reli-
gious community. 
Reflection: People who live in the United States today can under -
stand Saint Angela’s temptation to increase her sense of self-worth by 
accumulating money, fame or power. Striving to possess more and 
more, she became more and more self-centered. When she realized she 
was priceless because she was created and loved by God, she became 
very penitential and very charitable to the poor. What had seemed fool-
ish early in her life now became very important. The path of self-
emptying she followed is the path all holy men and women must follow.
     (Content from francis-

Parents Corner 
Parents: Please visit the following websites for  great ideas for  your  
families.  
********************************************************* 
CATHOLIC MOM | catholicmom.com 
True to its name, this site offers a plethora of tips, tools and reference 
materials for Catholic moms. Daily features include the Daily Gospel 
Reflections, Tech Talk and Book Notes. On Sunday, new Lectionary-
based activities are posted, and there is a weekly giveaway of Catholic 
resources.  

To Celebrate the Baptism of 
Our Lord (Sunday after  Epiph-
any) share pictures and keepsakes 

of your children's baptism with 
them. Tell them about the events 

and emotions of that day 

Make or buy a King Cake to 
mark Epiphany. If your  kids are 
old enough for it to be safe, hide a 
coin, or baby Jesus figure inside. 
The one who finds it can wear a 

crown that you buy or make. 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  8 
THE  EPIPHANY  OF  THE  

LORD 
DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON FROM 
DECEMBER 24TH UNTIL THE SUNDAY   

AFTER EPIPHANY, WE REFLECT UPON THE 
MYSTERY OF LOVE THAT IS MADE VISIBLE IN THE BIRTH AND 

EARLY CHILDHOOD OF CHRIST. 
 

Reading I : Isaiah 60:1-6 
Your light has come! 

 

1.The reading from Isaiah refers to a time of great hope in ancient 
Israel. 

2.Jerusalem, which had been destroyed by the Babylonians, was 
about to be rebuilt. 

3.In today’s passage, Isaiah associates light with the glory of God’s 
presence. 

 

Reading II : Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
We all share the same promise! 
 

1.In the second reading, we glimpse a beginning of God’s Kingdom 
in time. 

2.Paul stresses that God’s promise to Israel is fulfilled in Jesus. 
3.All people, both Gentiles and Jews share in salvation in Christ. 
 

Gospel : Matthew 2:1-12 
They opened their coffers and presented him with gifts. 
 

1.The Gospel reading today links Jesus to God’s promise to Israel. 
2.The royal title given by the Magi to Jesus points to his role as             

Messiah. 
3.In ancient times, the birth of a great person was often associated 

Faith Formation Sundays return TODAY,  
January 8, 9 am -10:30 am 

THEME: The Visit of the Wise Men 

Go Star gazing to celebrate 
Epiphany. Have the children 
to find the brightest stars in the 
sky. Discuss how the wise men 
might have felt while they 
were traveling to meet the new 
King, Jesus.  

Faith Formation Schedule Reminders: 
 

January 8:  (Sunday): 
 Faith Formation Sunday Session 
 9 am—10:30 am  Cathedral Centre 
January 15:  (Sunday): 
No Faith Formation Sunday Session (MLK Weekend) 
 “Did You Get It?”  Evaluations 1 & 2 (Only if needed) 
 9 am—10:30 am                Cathedral Centre—Rm 164 
January 22:  (Sunday): 
 Faith Formation Sunday Session 
 9 am—10:30 am   Cathedral Centre 
January 29:  (Sunday): 
 Faith Formation Sunday Session 
 9 am—10:30 am   Cathedral Centre 
February 5 (Sunday):  No Sessions  



               CONTACT:   Selma DeMarco, sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org  or 713-659-1561, ext. 141. 

        Youth  Ministry  News      
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Adult Faith Formation 

SAVE  THE  DATE:     APRIL  8,  2017  
 

   YOUNG  ADULT  DAY  
 ST. JEROME CATHOLIC CHURCH 

3RD ANNUAL SUMMIT "KNOW POVERTY:  
ACTIVATE, COLLABORATE TO ALLEVIATE"  

January 26, 2017 @ University of St. Thomas 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has declared Jan-
uary “Poverty Awareness Month.” In response, we are excited to 
host the 3rd annual kNOw Poverty Summit on January 26, 
2017.  The sessions will focus on innovative approaches to alleviat-
ing poverty both in Houston and around the country.  

Keynote speaker: Sr  Donna Markham  
CEO/President, Catholic Charities USA  

The event is generously underwritten by CHI St. Luke’s Health and 
will take place at the University of St. Thomas 
in Houston. Tickets are $25, and there will be an 
additional $10 charge to obtain CEU credits. 
Breakfast and lunch are provided. 

Interested in being part of the 
 Co-Cathedral Young Adults, contact us at  

cocathedralya@gmail.com 

Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother 
8 Week Bible Study Tuesdays Evenings 

Cathedral Centre: 7 pm—8:30 pm   Cost: $35.00 
 

Join us, the Co-Cathedral Young Adults, for  Mary: A  Biblical 
Walk with the Blessed Mother, an extraordinary pilgrimage that 
reveals Mary's unique role in God's Kingdom and in our 
lives. Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Mary: A Biblical 
Walk with the Blessed Mother will place you in the midst of the 
powerful drama of her earthly life, taking you through her 
joys...and her sorrows. You will learn how she works in our lives 
today, drawing us ever closer to her Divine Son. Seeing Mary in 
this way will change you forever. Mary will become a part of 
your daily life, and in your daily life, you will become more like 
Christ.                                 January: 10, 17, 24, 31 

February: 7, 14, 21, 28 
For more information or to sign up,  
Contact Carmen Benitez at cbenitez@sacredhearthouston.org 

We invite you to explore the possibility of     
becoming a Catholic and joining our Parish 

Faith Community. 
 
 

At any time of the year, you may join the RCIA Process to be-
come Catholic and/or become a fully Initiated Catholic.   
 Contact us. We would love to hear from you. 
 

For more info or to set an appointment to get started  
email Selma:   sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

Next series of  Adult Confirmation Preparation 
sessions starting soon for Confirmation June 4.    

Interviews need to be completed by February 1.   
 

Contact Selma at sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org  
for interview and to get started. 

 
 

 

Thursday, February 2:  12:45 pm-6 pm 
“Can you not spare one hour with me?” 

Every first Thursday of the Month 
SOLEMN  EXPOSITION  OF   

THE   BLESSED  SACRAMENT  
************************************ 

PLUS  Starting Friday, February 3rd  
Every first Friday of the Month 

6:30 pm—8 pm 
SOLEMN  EXPOSITION  OF   

THE   BLESSED  SACRAMENT  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT:    "Today I would like each of us to 
reflect on his and her own past and the gifts received from the 
Lord."            ~ Pope Francis  

The next Youth Ministry Meeting is Sunday, January 15th at 2:30 — 4:30 pm on the second floor. We are in need of adult 
chaperones, please consider volunteering your time and talents to the young people in the parish! Please contact Stephanie Rocha 
at 281-794-4841 if you have any questions.                                                                                                                                                      
  YOUTH  CONFIRMATION  2017 
For those who desire to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, that person must be:  
(1)participating in our Co-Cathedral parish community;   
(2)registered in the Co-Cathedral’s CCE process OR attending a Catholic School.  
**If your child/youth goes to a Catholic School, contact Selma directly to register for Sacrament preparation;  
Enrollment forms for Sacrament Preparation are now  available in the Cathedral Centre and the Narthex. The above  requirements are 
mandated by the guidelines of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.                                                                                                                             
CONFIRMATION   PREP  ORIENTATION :  SATURDAY, JAN. 21 AT 9:30 am. 



           Adult  Faith Enrichment & Educational Opportunities  p. 10 

Fr. Jerimiah Shyrock CFR 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 
Is coming to the Co-Cathedral   
March 13, 14, & 15th   
Each night from 7 – 8 pm 
He will speak about  

 - God’s Love 
 - God’s Mercy 
 - The Eucharist 

 

For a sample or Fr. Jerimiah’s work:  
http://fromthefriars.blogspot.com/2016/02/from-father-
jeremiah.html 

 
ACTS (Adoration, Community, 

Theology, Service) 
- Have you ever attended an ACTS retreat? 
 - Are you a parishioner of the Co-Cathedral? 
      If yes, then we need YOU to be on our TEAM! 
         We have a good start in our formation of Teams,  
              but we are in need of more team members. 
     Call or email Celina Monks: 
     832-544-6491               42celina@gmail.com 

Marriage Preparation:  
Advance approval required to begin classes.    

•Sunday, January 15:  Class B 

•Sunday, January 29:  Initial 

Location: Cathedral Centre.   
Please check White Board for room assignment each time.   

Time: Sign-in: 12:00-12:30/Class: 12:30-2:30 pm 

 

Contact the parish at least nine months prior to the desired wedding 
date to register for classes, and book your date.   

Out of country weddings require twelve months.   

Marriage Guidelines: Visitwww.sacredhear thouston.org, 
then “Sacraments—Marriage.”  

Register at http://formed.org/register/#/registration/individual?
ParishCode: 0be7ec (first digit is the number 0) 

“FORMED” 
GREAT  CATHOLIC  CONTENT 

From the Church’s Greatest Teachers 

Need an opportunity to just relax  
and get closer to God? 

You are invited to join others from our parish for the  

Annual Retreat. 
For more info, contact: 
Men’s Retreat, March 24-26, 2017:  Joe Messa 
   jrmessa51@gmail.com or 832-677-2227  
Women’s Retreat, June 23-25, 2017: Wendy Millhouse 
   wbmillhouse@hotmail.com or 713-825-1692 
To register:  https://holynameretreatcenter.com 
 Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center 
 430 Bunker Hill Rd.     Houston, Texas  77024 
 Phone: 713.464.0211       Fax: 713.464.0671 
               holyname@passionist.org   

Navigating Your Finances God’s Way  
Bible Study 
New  Class starting in the New Year.  Spaces 
limited.  To reserve yours email  Selma at 
sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

Mark your calendars!  
Coming Wednesday, March 29 
Bishop Robert Barron will be at the  
Co-Cathedral to speak on his series 
“The Pivotal Players” 

UNTOLD  BLESSING: Three Paths to Holiness 
Bishop Barron Video Presentation & Discussion 
 
 

Cathedral Centre  3:00 pm—5:00 pm 
Sunday, 1/15:  “Finding the Center” 
Sunday, 1/22:  “Knowing You are a Sinner” 
Sunday, 1/29:  “Your Life is Not About You” 
Cost for Workbook and Materials  - $20 
Email Selma to register for sessions 

  sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

 Legion of Mary:  832-526-7870  
hollycharlena@yahoo.com 

THE PATRICIANS   
A CATHOLIC  

DISCUSSION GROUP  
TUESDAY, JAN. 17 

Cathedral Centre 
7:00 pm– 9:00 pm 

Topic:  Enthronement of the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus in                         

Your Home 

Jesus appears to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
He makes 12 Promises for those devoted to his Sacred Heart! 

What are those promises?  
 How do I Enthrone the Sacred Heart of Jesus in my home? 

Let’s talk about it! 



            STEWARDSHIP: Time, Talent, Treasure 
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                                               Christmas        Sunday          Total       
   2016 Christmas:                                    $70,700             $         0*        $70,700 
   2015 Christmas and Sunday:               $48,424   $41,019          $89,443 
     Amount over (Under):                         $22,276            ($41,019)       ($18,743) 
 

*Reminder-Christmas fell on Sunday in 2016 
                                                            New Year’s       Sunday           Total       

  2017 New Year’s Day:                            $33,361            $         0*          $33,361 
  2016 New Year’s and Sunday:              $  9,303            $30,457            $39,760 
     Amount over Under):                          $24,058           ($30,457)         ($6,399) 
 

*Reminder-New Year’s Day Fell on Sunday in 2017 

The  Archdiocesan 32th Celebra on 
 

   in remembrance of the  
  REV.  DR.  MARTIN  LUTHER KING, JR. 

   on  SUNDAY,  JANUARY  15 @ 3 pm  
CO-CATHEDRAL of the SACRED  HEART 

 

Join us as we remember the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Reception immediately following in the Ca-
thedral Centre. For further info, call 713-652-4406. 

Let this be a family prayer event.  Gather all who live in your home together (and invite others if you so desire).  
 

Make the sign of the cross. 
 

Let us pray:  Gracious God, as a shining star once guided the magi to the birthplace of the child  
             Jesus, so enable those who dwell here and all who visit to be your light in the world.  
             We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Read Colossians 3:12-17 
Using chalk, mark the current year and the initials of the Magi above the outside, horizontal frame of the doorway to your home.  
Place a cross in between each of the letters. Wetting the chalk will make it easier to write with.   
It should look something like this: 

20  C  M  B  17 
After completing the markings, pray the Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and the following prayer as a household: 

Conclude by making the sign of the cross and praying: 
           May God bless us and keep us. May his face shine upon us and be gracious to us. 
           May God look upon us kindly and give us peace (Numbers 6:24-26). Amen. 
Why do this? 
Christians have found that this is one way to witness to their faith in Jesus Christ. The crosses indicate that your house is a Christian 
home. The initials C-M-B represent the legendary names of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  
The C-M-B also stands for  the Latin words Christus Mansionem Benedicat which translates:  May Christ bless this  
dwelling place. When visitors ask about the markings above your  door , you can explain the above to them and so you will be 
giving a witness to Christ.  The markings are left all year and then renewed on the next Epiphany. 

How to Bless Your Home on Epiphany 

Thank you, so much, to all who contr ibuted to the winter  cloth-
ing drive for residents of Magnificat Houses. Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated.                  Knights of Columbus, Council #803 

SECOND  COLLECTION  NEXT  WEEKEND 
LOAN REDUCTION 

Regular monthly meetings at the Cathedral Centre: 
  Abused physically, sexually, spiritually or emotionally 
    For Recovery and Forgiveness 
  Every 3rd Monday of the month at 7 pm  

       Next Meeting:  Monday, January 16 

            For meeting info, send a confidential email to 
         sacredheartmgn@gmail.com or call 832-544-6491.  

                                    

  Support  Group for the Abused:                                                               
Maria Goretti Network 

The Rosary Makers Guild will meet on THURSDAY, Jan 
19th at 6:00 pm in Cathedral Centre. Join us if you are inter-
ested in making mission rosaries for distribution to various 
ministries of the Co-Cathedral.  For more information please 
contact Stephany Califa at 281-568-9261.  

I have been informing you of the loss of  2 major collections since 
Christmas & New Years fell on Sundays this past 2016 versus a 
weekday plus the regular Sunday collection in 2015.  Thank you 
for your extra generosity. But we still fell short by $25,142 versus 
the previous year.  Please be extra generous in the weeks to come 
so as to makeup this deficit.    —Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak, Pastor 
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Creating a Culture of Encounter 
 

    For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the U.S., 
has celebrated National Migration Week, which is an oppor-
tunity for the Church to reflect on the circumstances con-
fronting migrants, including immigrants, refugees, children, 
and victims and survivors of human trafficking. The theme 
for National Migration Week 2017 draws attention to Pope 
Francis' call to create a culture of encounter, and in doing so 
to look beyond our own needs and wants to those of others 
around us. In the homily given at his first Pentecost as pope, 
he emphasized the importance of encounter in the Christian 
faith: "For me this word is very important. Encounter with 
others. Why? Because faith is an encounter with Jesus, and 
we must do what Jesus does: encounter others." 
 

    With respect to migrants, too often in our contemporary 
culture we fail to encounter them as persons, and instead 
look at them as others. We do not take the time to engage 
migrants in a meaningful way, but remain aloof to their 
presence and suspicious of their intentions. During this Na-
tional Migration Week, let us all take the opportunity to en-
gage migrants as children of God who are worthy of our 
attention and support. 
 
Immigration Reform:  The Catholic Bishops 
and the Church support humane immigration     
reform.  We must reform our broken system that 
separates families and impedes due process.  

Facts: 
• Since 2010, 3.6 million immigrants have become  

naturalized US citizens.  
• Unauthorized immigrants also pay a wide range of 

taxes, including sales taxes where applicable and 
property taxes – directly if they own and indirectly if 
they rent. Estimates state that unauthorized migrants 
pay an estimated 11.64 billion dollars every year in 
state and local taxes.  

• It can take upwards of a decade for legal permanent 
residents to reunify with immediate family members 
from Mexico, the Philippines, and other countries. 
(Congressional Research Service). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-and-refugee-
services/national-migration-week/index.cfm 

 A Prayer for National Migration Week  
 

We beseech you, open our hearts 
so that we may provide hospitality & refuge to migrants 
who are lonely, afraid, and far from their homes. 
 

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger as Christ 
in our midst, to invite them into our communities as a 
demonstration of Christ’s love for us. 
 

We pray that when we encounter the other, we see in her 
the face of your Son, when we meet a stranger, that we 
take his hand in welcome. 
 

Help us to live in solidarity with one another, to seek jus-
tice for those who are persecuted and comfort for those 
who are suffering. 
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the  
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.     Amen. 
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Can You Help? 
Sugar and Spice 
Volunteers needed to make  

Breakfast muffins and fruit cups for those who wait in line for the Tailgate food distribution. 
Thursday January 19. 6:30 pm—8:00 pm 

Our Next Community Food Distribution 
will be Saturday 

Saturday January 21th  
Cathedral Centre Parking Lot 

Distribution begins at 9 am  
First Come– First Served.   

No income requirements.  All are welcome.   
Please bring your own bags or box for food.   

If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving 
this food, please invite them to come and receive. 

Saturday 
 March 25, 2017 

DETAILS  COMING 
SOON! 

 Si usted conoce a una persona o                
familia que esta pasando tiempos                   

dificiles , le ayudaria este beneficio de 
la distrubusion de comida mobil 
Sabado Enero 21 , 9 am 

todos estan cordial mente invitados — 
por favor traigan bolsa o caja para          
recivir la donaciones de comida. 

 

Thanks to all of our volunteers who in served 
at the Magnificat Christmas Party. We were 
able to provide 200 residents in transitional 
living an afternoon of fun, food, and gifts! 
We had over 45 volunteers  come out and 
help serve! Also, thanks to the Knights of 
Columbus  Council 803 for delicious                   
spaghetti and non stop coffee! 

  OUR TEXAS 2-STEP  
SHOE DRIVE 

Feb 1-28 
Outreach Ministry will be  

collecting New & Gently Used 
Shoes this Rodeo season.   

 

Shoes will be distributed for Easter to the area homeless, 
foster children, day laborers and individuals in need. 

All sizes of shoes are needed! 
 

Your shoe donations may be dropped off during weekend 
Masses or at the Cathedral Centre. 

 

Outreach Ministry is already busy planning for 2017 
and we are looking for more Volunteers!   

Sign up for our mailing list and stay up to date                           
on our Outreach Projects 

Text: CCSHOUTREACH  
to “22828” 

We hope you will join us in 2017 to bring the  
love of Christ to others. 

 



What is the origin & meaning of the Christmas Carol  
“The Twelve Days of Christmas”? 
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Beginning with the reign of Queen Elizabeth I of England in 
1558, the Roman Catholic Church and any practice of the faith 
was strictly forbidden.   Some of the various penal laws against 
Catholicism included the following:  The Mass was out-
lawed.  Priests were expelled from the realm, and threatened 
with the charge of high treason with the punishment of being 
hung, drawn, and quartered for returning and offering 
Mass.   Any Catholic harboring a priest in the home or allowing 
him to offer Mass was subject to the same penalty.  Catholic 
citizens were not allowed to vote, to hold property, to be wit-
nesses in court, or to have weapons.  Anyone who did not at-
tend Protestant services was fined and imprisoned for repeated 
offenses.  All Catholic schools were closed and instruction in 
the faith was forbidden.  Anyone appointed to a civil office had 
to take an oath denouncing the Pope and the belief in transub-
stantiation, thereby in effect preventing any Catholic from hold-
ing such positions.  These laws remained in effect until April, 
1829 when King George IV reluctantly signed the Emancipa-
tion Bill, granting political and religious freedom to Catho-
lics.  However, to this day the King or Queen of the United 
Kingdom cannot be a Roman Catholic. 

Please note that these same penal laws were enforced in Virgin-
ia until the time of the Revolutionary War.  Also, the intensity 
of enforcement of these laws depended upon the particular 
reign: for example, during the time of the Commonwealth un-
der Oliver Cromwell (1642-60), the Puritan Parliament even 
outlawed the celebration of Christmas. 

Therefore, the song The Twelve Days of Christmas was written 
in England using seemingly secular images or symbols to help 
catechize children in the faith.  The “true love” mentioned in 
each stanza does not refer to an earthly suitor, but to Almighty 
God.  The “me” to whom the gifts are presented refers to any 
baptized Catholic.  The purpose of the repetition is not only for 
the sake of pedagogy, but also emphasizes God’s continual re-
newal of His gifts to mankind. 

The partridge in a pear tree is Christ.  In nature, a mother  
partridge will feign injury to lure predators away from her de-
fenseless nestlings.  In the same way, our Lord protects us, vul-
nerable human beings, from Satan.  The pear tree symbolizes 
the salvation of mankind, just as the apple tree symbolizes Ad-
am and Eve’s Fall from Grace. 

Two turtle doves represent the Old and New Testa-
ments.  Also, Jewish couples of modest income offered two 
turtle doves instead of the customary lamb as a sacrifice to God 
when they presented their newborn child in the Temple.  Inter-
estingly, our Blessed Mother Mary and St. Joseph offered a 
sacrifice of two turtle doves for the presentation of our Lord (cf. 
Luke 2:22-24). 

Known for their beauty and rarity, the three French hens signify 
both the gifts of the Magi (gold, frankincense, and myrrh), and 
the three theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity. 

The four calling birds are associated with both the four evange-
lists and their gospels–   Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John; and the four major prophets– Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 

Five golden rings has a two-fold significance.  A ring, or a 
circle, has no beginning or end but is continuous.  Thereby, the 
ring reminds us of both God’s eternity–   His permanent, faith-
ful, and continuous love for us–   and the circle of faith–  God’s 
love for us, our love for Him, and our love for our neigh-
bors.  The number five also signifies the first five books of the 
Old Testament– the Pentateuch or Torah (the books of law for 
the Jewish people). 

The six geese a-laying represent the six days of creative 
work recounted in Genesis. 

However, in Judaism, seven was a number of perfection.  The 
seven swans a-swimming continues the Genesis theme, re-
minding us that God’s plan included not just the six days of 
creating but also the seventh day of rest; we in turn must not 
forget to make Sunday a holy day by worshiping God at Mass, 
spending time with our loved ones, and relaxing.  Moreover, the 
seven swans a-swimming refers to the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, the seven corporal works of mercy, the seven spiritual 
works of mercy, and the seven deadly sins. 

The eight maids a-milking signifies the eight beatitudes and, 
at that time in our Church, the eight times during the year pre-
scribed for the faithful to receive Holy Communion. 

The nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
and the nine choirs of angels. 

The Ten Commandments are represented by the ten lords a-
leaping. 

Eleven pipers piping are the eleven faithful apostles at the 
time of the resurrection and ascension.  (Remember that Judas, 
one of the Twelve, betrayed our Lord and committed suicide.) 

Finally, the number twelve for the Jewish people represented 
completion and fullness.  Therefore, the twelve drummers 
drumming are the twelve minor  prophets, the twelve pre-
cepts of the Apostles Creed (still the structure of the first part of 
the Catechism), the twelve apostles (particularly the original 11 
plus St. Matthias who replaced Judas), & the 12 tribes of Israel. 

We should keep in mind the significance of this carol.  Actual-
ly, I used to find the repetition and lengthiness somewhat irritat-
ing until I learned of its historical and religious significance.  A 
good practice would be for parents to teach the carol in light of 
the history of persecution and the catechesis presented. 

Source: Catholic Straight Answers by Fr . William Saunders 

http://catholicstraightanswers.com/ 

http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what-is-the-origin-and-
meaning-of-the-christmas-carol-the-twelve-days-of-christmas/ 

[Note:  Many people, though not all, agree with the cate-
chism understanding of this Christmas carol. However, many of 
us will agree with Fr. Saunders’ assessment:  “A good practice 
would be for parents to teach the carol in light of the history of 
persecution and the catechesis presented.” 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/
view.cfm?id=540 
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Palabras del Papa Francisco 

Anuncios 

Ministerios Espirituales 

Curso de Preparación para el Sacramento 
de la Confirmación 

Los Misales del Año  2017 por  $6.00. En el Misal encontra-
rá las lecturas y oraciones de las Misas de domingo y días festi-
vos; al igual, el rosario, el vía crucis y reflexiones . 
 

La Palabra entre Nosotros está en venta en por $2.00. La Pa-
labra entre Nosotros tiene las meditaciones espirituales y las 
lecturas de la Misa diaria del mes de enero, las oraciones, y los 
artículos de religiosidad.  
 

La Santa Biblia está en venta por  $7.00.  

-Antífona de Entrada: Te aclamamos santa Madre de Dios 
porque has dado a luz al rey que gobierna cielo y tierra por los 
siglos de los siglos. 

-Entrada: Santa Mar ía del Camino (#405) 

-Kyrie (Misa Gregoriana, #89) 

-Gloria (Misa San José, #5) 

-Salmo: El Señor  tenga piedad y nos bendiga, y nos bendiga. 

-Canto de Ofertorio: Dios Te Salve, Mar ía (#415) 

-Santo (Misa Melódica, #109) 

-Anunciamos Tu Muerte (Misa Melódica, #110) 

-Amen (Misa Melódica, #111) 

-Cordero de Dios (Misa Melódica, #112) 

-Antífona: [Exsulta filia] Jesucristo es el mismo ayer, hoy y 
por los siglos.  (Hebreos 13, 8) 

-Comunión: Oh Santísima/O Santísima (#419) 

          Salve, Regina (#404) 

-Salida: Del Cielo Ha Bajado (#438) 

-Postludio del Órgano: una improvisación de Salve, Regina 
Mater  

Estudio Bíblico: Conozcan al Señor mejor a través de nuestras 
platicas Bíblicas cada lunes a las 6 pm en el primer piso del 
Centro Catedral, conducido por el Diacono Daniel. 
 

La Legión de María: Debajo del liderazgo de María, cultiven 
su relación con Cristo cada lunes a las 7:15 pm en el primer 
piso del Centro Catedral, para rezar el santo rosario, reflexio-
nar sobres las enseñanzas del Señor, y hacer planes para servir 
al Señor. 

 

Registración: La Confirmación es el sacramento por el cual 
recibimos – como los Apóstoles en Pentecostés – el Espíritu 
Santo. Estamos registrando para el nuevo curso de preparación 
para el sacramento de la Confirmación. Aquellos que estén 
interesados, por favor de llamar a la oficina parroquial. Al re-
gistrarse, es muy importante de traer la fe de bautismo de su 
niño. 

Los Magos entraron en la casa y vieron al niño con María, su 
madre, y postrándose, lo adoraron. Después, abriendo sus 
cofres, le ofrecieron regalos: oro, incienso y mirra.  

La Epifanía del Señor 
 

Las palabras que el profeta Isaías dirige a la ciudad santa de 
Jerusalén nos invitan a levantarnos, a salir; a salir de nuestras 
clausuras, a salir de nosotros mismos, y a reconocer el esplen-
dor de la luz que ilumina nuestras vidas: «¡Levántate y resplan-
dece, porque llega tu luz; la gloria del Señor amanece sobre 
ti!». «Tu luz» es la gloria del Señor. La Iglesia no puede pre-
tender brillar con luz propia, no puede. San Ambrosio nos lo 
recuerda con una hermosa expresión, aplicando a la Iglesia la 
imagen de la luna: «La Iglesia es verdaderamente como la lu-
na: […] no brilla con luz propia, sino con la luz de Cristo. Re-
cibe su esplendor del Sol de justicia, para poder decir luego: 
“Vivo, pero no soy yo el que vive, es Cristo quien vive en 
mí”». Cristo es la luz verdadera que brilla; y, en la medida en 
que la Iglesia está unida a él, en la medida en que se deja ilu-
minar por él, ilumina también la vida de las personas y de los 
pueblos. Los Magos son una prueba viva de que las semillas de 
verdad están presentes en todas partes, porque son un don del 
Creador que llama a todos para que lo reconozcan como Padre 
bueno y fiel. Los Magos representan a los hombres de cual-
quier parte del mundo que son acogidos en la casa de Dios. 
Delante de Jesús ya no hay distinción de raza, lengua y cultura: 
en ese Niño, toda la humanidad encuentra su unidad. Y la Igle-
sia tiene la tarea de que se reconozca y venga a la luz con más 
claridad el deseo de Dios que anida en cada uno. Este es el 
servicio de la Iglesia, con la luz que ella refleja: hacer emerger 
el deseo de Dios que cada uno lleva en sí. Como los Magos, 
también hoy muchas personas viven con el «corazón inquieto», 
haciéndose preguntas que no encuentran respuestas seguras, es 
la inquietud del Espíritu Santo que se mueve en los corazones. 
También ellos están en busca de la estrella que muestre el ca-
mino hacia Belén. En el niño Jesús está la fuente de la Luz que 
atrae a sí a todas las personas en el mundo y guía a los pueblos 
por el camino de la paz. 
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