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My dear friends in Christ,  
 

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, called for a jubilee year: the Holy Year of Mercy, which 
began December 8.  He asks that we live this holy year in the light of Jesus’s words in the 
Gospel of Luke: “Be merciful, just as your father is merciful.”  Mercy is born from love.  St. 
Paul reminds us that God is rich in mercy, and because of His great love for us, He saves us by 
grace.  Indeed, God’s mercy is revealed in creation and in the gift of salvation.  

 
Pope Francis gives us a beautiful image of the mercy of God by describing Jesus Christ as 

“the face of the Father’s mercy”.  As we contemplate the face of mercy as revealed in Jesus 
Christ, we cannot fail to heed his words to recognize him in the face of the poor, the immigrant 
and those on the margins of society.  Reaching out in love and mercy demands personal sacrifice 
and often entails challenges, particularly when we need to reach out to those we don’t know, but 
who desperately require our assistance. 
 

Through the Diocesan Services Fund (DSF) we are presented with a unique opportunity to 
extend our hand of kindness to the thousands of people who are served through the more than 60 
programs that comprise DSF.  I am pleased to tell you that DSF is now in its 50th year -- a half 
century of sharing and caring throughout the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.  It was started 
by Bishop Morkovsky in 1966 and further expanded to meet the needs of an ever-growing 
Archdiocese by Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza.   
 

Recently you received our first DSF newsletter, which described in detail many of the 
ministries covered and sustained through DSF.  It mentioned that the poor, the sick, the elderly, 
and those who are disabled or incarcerated are among those who are served through a variety of 
DSF programs.  Funds from DSF also make it possible to prepare our young people for the 
sacraments, recruit our priests and others seeking to live the Consecrated Life and to offer life-
long religious education to all parishioners.  

 
Through our participation in acts of mercy, we stay connected with one another.  The 

Diocesan Services Fund Program is a visible manifestation of our connectedness as members of 
this Local Church.  On this 50th Anniversary of its founding, I would like to express my profound 
appreciation to all who have contributed to this program.  I encourage you to proclaim the 
enduring mercy of God by considering a generous gift for this 2016 DSF appeal.  With gratitude 
for your support and prayerful best wishes in the Lord, I remain 
 

Your faithful Shepherd, 
 
 
 

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 

 

 


