
Sacrament of Penance (Confessions) 
 

 Monday - Friday:  30 minutes prior to Mass 
 First Thursday of the month: 4:30 - 5:15 pm 
    (Weekdays: Confessional near the Sacred Heart transept) 
 

 Saturday:  3:30 - 4:30 pm 
 Sunday:     8:15 - 8:45 am  (between 7 & 9 am Masses) 
                  10:15 - 10:45 am (between 9 & 11 am Masses) 
                    4:30 - 5:00 pm 
 

    Vietnamese and Spanish  30 minutes prior to Mass 
     (Weekends: Confessional near entrance way on the right) 

CO-CATHEDRAL of the SACRED HEART 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

          CATHEDRAL CENTRE 
 Parish office is located at the Cathedral Centre. 

1701 San Jacinto at Jefferson St. 
Houston, TX  77002-8215 

(Parking behind the Centre) 
 Phone: 713-659-1561 Fax: 713-651-1365 
Office hours:  Monday - Friday 8 am to 5 pm  

(Closed: 12 noon - 1 pm) 

 

1111 St. Joseph Parkway at San Jacinto / Fannin St. 
 

Church Hours — M - F:  6:30 am - 6 pm;  Saturday: 9 am - 8:30 pm;  Sunday:  6:30 am - 9 pm 

Weekend Mass 
 

                    English: Saturday Vigil 5 pm 
  Sunday 7 am, 9 am, 11 am, 5:30 pm 
 Vietnamese:  Saturday Vigil 7 pm 
  Sunday 1 pm 
       Spanish:  Sunday 7:30 pm 
 

Weekday Mass  
 7 am, 12:10 pm Monday - Friday  
 7:30 pm, First Fridays: Vietnamese Mass, 
                         followed by Exposition and Benediction 

September 25, 2016 



 

 New Parishioners:  
     Register with the parish office: ext. 111. 
 

 Church Certificates:  
     For all sacramental certificates: ext. 137. 
 

 Baptism: 
     —For infants & children under age 7—713-337-3570.        
     —For 7 years & older (Rite of Christian Initiation  
     adapted for Children): ext. 142. 
 

 Children’s Catechesis & Evangelization (CCE):  
     For pre-K through high school: ext. 142. 
   

 First Penance & First Holy Communion:  
     For 2nd through 12th grade: ext. 142. 
 

 Confirmation:  
     —For high school youth: ext. 142.  
     —For adults: ext. 141. 
 

 High School Youth Ministry: ext. 142. 
 

 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):  
    For adults inquiring about becoming Catholic and  
     baptized  Catholics who lack Confirmation and Holy 
     Communion: ext. 141. 
   

 Evangelization & Adult Faith Formation: ext. 141. 
 

 Music Ministry: ext. 152.   
      

 Young Adults: cocathedralya@gmail.com  

 Marriage:  
     Contact ext. 131 at least 9 months prior to wedding date. 
     

 Vocations for Priesthood and Religious Life:  
     Contact the Office of Vocations: 713-652-8239 or 
      www.houstonvocations.com  
 

 Holy Communion to the Sick/Homebound: ext. 136. 
    

 Anointing of the Sick:  
       Any Catholic who is to have surgery due to a serious 

illness; any Catholic whose health is seriously im-
paired by sickness or old age should be anointed 
ASAP, preferably before going to the hospital.  

        Contact the parish priest to be anointed: ext. 136. 
 

 Funerals: ext. 143.  

 

 Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help: 
       Wednesday before 7 am & 12:10 pm Mass 
 

 Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus:  
       Friday during 7 am & 12:10 pm Mass 
 

 Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction:  
       —First Thursday of the Month (English)  
           Conclusion of 12:10 pm Mass until 6 pm 
       —First Friday of the Month (Vietnamese)  
           7:30 pm Mass followed by Exposition / Benediction 
 

 Parish Outreach: caritas@sacredhearthouston.org 
 

 Tours of the Church:  ext. 143 

 

Phone: 713-659-1561      Visit our web site for vital info: www.sacredhearthouston.org 

CO-CATHEDRAL of the SACRED HEART 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

 

His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, D.D., S.T.L. 
Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 

 

The Most Reverend George A. Sheltz, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
The Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza,  D.D., Archbishop Emeritus 

    The Most Reverend Vincent M. Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L., Retired Auxiliary Bishop 
 

Co-Cathedral Clergy 

The Very Reverend Lawrence W. Jozwiak, J.C.L., Pastor / Rector 
 The Reverend Anthony Columba Ekanem, MSP; The Reverend Alfonso Dat-Nhan Tran, Parochial Vicars 

Deacons: Johnny Salinas, Leonard Lockett, John Carrara, Daniel Addis and Truong Son Nguyen 
 

Co-Cathedral Staff 
Selma DeMarco - Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation 

 

Carmen Benitez - Faith Formation Associate;  Stephanie Rocha - Youth Director 
 

Crista Miller - Director of Music / Co-Cathedral Organist; Natasha Manley - Music Associate / Wedding Music  
 

Michael Emmerich - Co-Cathedral Associate Organist;  Jeong-Suk Bae - Co-Cathedral Assistant Organist 
Bree Delphin - Secretary for Weddings; Elizabeth Perez - Bulletin Editor and Secretary for Sacramental Records  

 

Deacon John Carrara - Business Manager; Gwenne Buck - Facilities and Project Coordinator  
Shannon Wesley - Parish Accounting; Chris Felix - Building Engineer 

 

Erica Trevino - Baptismal Secretary / Receptionist; Esmeralda Cervantes - Receptionist 
 

Ruben Valenzuela, Trong Pham - Maintenance;  Guillermo Herrera, Ray Garcia - Sextons 



     Pastor’s Message 
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September 25, 2016     
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
     Quí Ông Bà và Anh Chị Em thân mến trong Chúa Kitô:  
              Estimados Amigos y Amigas en Cristo:   

Today at the 5 pm Vigil Mass, Bishop George Sheltz is  
celebrating what is called the Blue Mass in honor all those in 
the “public safety field” such as police officers, correctional 
officers, etc. The color blue relates to the blue-colored uni-
forms predominantly and traditionally worn by many such 
public servants.  This Mass is an opportunity for the Church 
to pray for all living and deceased public servants and their 
families and to show our gratitude for their commitment and 
service, and the sacrifices they and their families make. To 
all in the public safety field, whether police related, fire, mil-
itary, etc., we pray for you daily here at the Co-Cathedral. 
Know you are always welcome here. 

The Blue Mass dates to September 29, 1934 when the 
Rev. Thomas Dade started the Mass as part of his duties 
with the Catholic Police and Fireman’s Society. The first 
Mass was held at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Washing-
ton, DC and has grown to a nationwide celebration. The 
September 29 service was timed to coincide with Michael-
mas, the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel, the patron 
saint of police officers. Here, we strive to schedule the Blue 
Mass at the Vigil Mass closest to September 29.   

Thank you also to Fr. Ron Cloutier who is the Director  
of the Archdiocesan Office of Correctional Ministries and 
Deacon Alvin Lovelady who assists him. But there are many 
other people (priests, deacons and lay people) who assist in 
this important ministry. Are you aware that there are nearly 
60,000 men and women who are incarcerated in the federal 
facility, 26 state prison units, and 10 county jails located 
within the boundaries of the Archdiocese? 

This Office of Correctional Ministries provides pastoral 
services to more than just those who are in our prisons and 
jails, but they serve their families as well. The ministry does 
not stop there. Their staff and volunteers reach out to the 
victims of crime and violence, as well as the families of law 
enforcement personnel. Crime and violence touch the entire 
Body of Christ in one way or another. They hope that you 

have never encountered personal crime, but if you have, they 
(and we) pray that you will find peace and reconciliation 
through the ministry offered by the Office of Correctional 
Ministries. I encourage you all to go their web site http://
www.archgh.org/Correctional-Ministries/ to learn more 
about the many different services and info they provide such 
as programs, the need for volunteers, prisoner letters, FAQS, 
various web links on information, etc.  

Plus the Archdiocese has the following office, Special 
Youth Services. It models the embrace of Christ through pas-
toral care, advocacy, and faith sharing in local juvenile jus-
tice centers, facilities, and programs including the promotion 
and coordination of restorative services to at-risk youth and 
their families. Their ministry extends through 3 coun-
ties. Both archdiocesan offices are supported and funded by 
DSF, the Diocesan Services Fund.   

There are many ways you can become involved in the 
parish.  But we need more adults to get involved with our 
youth ministry.  Working with youth is meaningful and ful-
filling, and you will see the difference it makes in your life, 
as well as the youth. There is always something you can do. 
The basic requirement is that you love the youth and want to 
walk with them in their journey of faith, to assist them to 
enter more fully into a relationship with Jesus Christ. In do-
ing so, your relationship with Christ will deepen. You will 
not be alone in volunteering.  If you feel a little intimidated 
or not knowing how to help, we will prepare and teach you. 
The time commitment is what you can offer. We do not ex-
pect a huge time period, just “bite size” periods. There is a 
process to be a volunteer, but we make it doable. Remember 
we want to keep our youth safe so there are steps that have to 
be taken.  We're praying that you may recognize how God 
may be working in your heart to make you receptive to vol-
unteering with the youth.  Please pray about helping out. 
Contact Stephanie Rocha who coordinates our youth activi-
ties. srocha@sacredhearthouston.org  or 281-794-4841.  

Praised be the Sacred Heart of Jesus! Forever, amen!   
   Hãy chúc tụng Thánh Tâm Chúa Giêsu đến muôn đời, amen! 
       ¡Alabado sea el Sagrado Corazón de Jesús! ¡Por siempre, amen! 

 
 

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor / Rector 

 

2nd Collection this weekend—Loan Reduction 
 

Pet Blessing, Saturday, Oct. 1 at 10 am, p. 11 
 

Faithful Citizenship Part I of II, pp. 12-13 



WELCOME to the Co-Cathedral! MUSIC for MASS 

Gathering Hymn 
Introductory Rites 

Penitential Rite 
     Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy. 
Gloria 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
  

First Reading    Readings:  #1148 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 146 

 R. Praise the Lord, my soul!  

 

Second Reading 
 
 
 

Gospel 
 

Homily  
Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
 
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, con-
substantial with the Father; through Him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from Heaven,  
 

(We all are to make a bow of the body during the next 2 lines.) 
    and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
    and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will 
have no end.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken  
through the Prophets.   

7 am - ANTIPHONS 

Order of Mass 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. E    
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  
Amen.    

Offertory Music 
Prayer of the Faithful 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Preparation of the Altar and Presentation of the Gifts  
P. Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be 
 acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
C. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the 
 praise and glory of his name, for our good and the 
 good of all his holy Church. 

Eucharistic Prayer  
P: The Lord be with you.     C: And with your spirit. 
P: Lift up your hearts.     C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     C: It is right and just. 
 

Sanctus / Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Mysterium Fidei / The Mystery of Faith (A) 
 

Amen 
 

The Communion Rite 
Agnus Dei / The Lamb of God 
 

P: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
C: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
     roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

Reception of Holy Communion:  
   For those who are practicing actively the Catholic Faith.  
   Please bow before receiving the Body and/or Blood of Christ. 
 

Communion Music 
The Concluding Rites 

Recessional Hymn  

Entrance:  All that you have done to us, Lord, you have 
done with true judgment for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your 
name and deal with us according to the bounty of your 
memory. 
Communion: Remember your word to your servant, O 
Lord, by which you have given me hope. This is my comfort 
when I am brought low. 

   We are a community of faith where all people are welcome! 
Visitors, please come back as often as possible. If you do not 
have a parish home, consider joining our parish, sharing your 
time and talent with us. All monetary donations will support 
the ministries and services that we provide. Please be generous 
in your giving. Thank you. For any questions, ask the Greeters 
in the narthex.   
 

    Participate as fully as you are able to do so, using these pages. 
Silence all cell phones please! 

       The Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Gathering Hymn:  
  #793 Lord Whose Love in Humble Service  
   

Offertory:  
  Hymn: #823 For the Healing of the Nations  
  Motet: (5pm) So They Gave Their  Bodies—Aston (1938-2013)   
  (9am): The Eyes of All - Jean Berger    
  (11am): Firmly I Believe - Cardinal Newman  
 

Communion Music:    
  Chant: Memento verbi (Mode IV) " Be mindful of your  word to  
  your servant, O Lord, in which you caused me to hope; this has  
  been my comfort in my affliction."    
  Motet: (5pm): Pray That Jerusalem—C.V. Stanford (1852-1924) 
  (9am): Agnus Dei - de Ceballos; (11am): Alleluia—Boyce , Adoro 
  Te    
  Hymn: #926 All Who Hunger  
 

Recessional Hymn:   
  #828 God Whose Purpose is to Kindle  



         SUNG  MASS  SETTING 

SIGNIFICANCE of  BOWING 
 

A bow signifies reverence and honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the following: 
 

1)  A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at the names of Jesus, of the Blessed    
     Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being celebrated.  
2)  A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words (and by the Holy Spirit…and became man—highlighted in  
      red words in the Creed).            —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 
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               Co-Cathedral Music 
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NEW! Beginning this Fall, on Sunday morning all CCE students will have the opportunity to learn liturgical music  
fundamentals!  And, our St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Children's Choir will move to rehearsing on Wednesdays, from  
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM in the adult choir  room, on the fir st floor  of Cathedral Centre. 
 

On Sunday mornings four different age-appropriate music sections will run during the CCE time, focusing on liturgical music 
elements.   These will be taught by two professional music educators who are also long-serving Co-Cathedral musicians - Mary Ann 
Addis, director of the Spanish choir and a music teacher at Christ the Redeemer, and Jenny Hafernik, cantor and adult section  
leader, and the former head choir director at Clear Lake High School.   These are top-notch teachers and musicians and we are  
excited to have them on board!  Our entire music department thanks Selma DeMarco for her understanding that to know the liturgy 
is to know its music.    
 

NEW Wednesday after-school Choir! 
What happens if your children want to continue their Mass-performing choir experience?  The St. Margaret Mary Alacoque  
Children's Choir will now meet for an hour on Wednesday afternoons, beginning October 5.  This choir  will be open to  
children with unchanged voices who attend the third through sixth grade, especially those returning from the previous two years. 
(Second graders may join by exception.)  For new choristers, a meeting with the director is required prior to the first rehearsal.  Pitch 
matching ability is required and a minimum rehearsal attendance will be required.   Because of the Sunday morning opportunities 
for all, we will strictly adhere to these requirements for this smaller group. 
 
This is a huge growth for the Co-Cathedral music program, and a graded program from kindergarten to adults centered 
around Catholic principles and liturgy has been a long-time goal!  Thank you for your commitment and patience, Co-Cathedral 
Parish!!  And thank you to your children and our wonderful catechists and volunteers who have helped made this beginning  
happen! 
  

May God bless our children, and may St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, who had visions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus as a young child 
and convinced a bishop that the Sacred Heart be made a feast day, pray for us! 
 

Please directly contact musicoffice@sacredhearthouston.org or leave a message at 713-659-1561 for assistance. 

Last SUMMER OPEN  CHOIR  LOFT Today! 
 

Our Regular Choral Season Resumes Oct.2!  
 

It’s not too late to join the Cor Jesu Choir.  Mid-week rehearsals 
resume on October 5, so act now!   

Contact musicoffice@sacredhearthouston.org 

We live far away.  How do we get there during the 
week?  Our goal is to offer you something really good 
that makes it worth coming downtown.   I will do  
everything I can to help you get here and enjoy being 
here – kids and parents.   I’m a parent too, and I know 
what it feels like to wait for an activity!   You may even 
notice that the SMMA choir rehearsal is scheduled  
conveniently right before the adult choir rehearsal!  I also 
fully realize that because this announcement is being 
made in September, many may have signed up for other 
extracurricular activities on Wednesday.   Don’t  
dismay.  Sunday mornings will continue, and I will leave 
this time intact  – Wednesday 5:30 -6:30 PM, so that you 
can plan now for the second semester.    

Why meet mid-week?  This will allow the SMMA Choir 
to learn material complimentary to the Sunday morning 
sessions more deeply, and to prepare the children to sing 
for specific Masses, which will occur through the 
year.    This traditional choral format also allows the 
SMMA choir to join the American Federation of Pueri 
Cantores, the international Catholic organization for 
children choristers.  This organization has strict  
standards, but rewards, too: their wonderful annual  
festivals attract hundreds of children choristers.  The  
Co-Cathedral has been hosting the Texas Festival since 
2009, and this year, I’d like our kids to get to train to  
participate on March 4, 2017.  

I’m ready to act and need to 
schedule my child to meet 

with the director.   
 
Act now, before Oct 2nd!    
Bring a song you know how 
to sing and like.  Happy Birth-
day or My Country Tis of 
Thee are perfect.  In the meet-
ing, we will play some pitch-
matching games together and 
talk about any musical experi-
ence you have.   It will last 
about 10 minutes. 

Need a tutorial singing the parts of the Mass? 
 
Visit our Facebook Page at “Official  
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart Page” and 
view the music office video of our Schola  
Cantorum singing the Mass of St. Michael 
by Kevin Vogt.    



MASS  INTENTIONS 

 

WELCOME  ALL  VISITORS to the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart!                              

 Deceased †                                                                      

Weekend readings:  #1148  in the red hymnal. 
Monday:  Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday:  Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-8; Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15; Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-5;  
                        Jn 1:47-51 
Friday:       Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10,  
 13-14ab; Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday:   Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75,  
 91, 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday:     Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14;  
                         Lk 17:5-10 

READINGS  for  the COMING WEEK 

For the scriptures used at Mass every day and to hear a   
   reflection:  go to http://www.usccb.org/  Tab in on the day of 
   the month on the calendar noted as Daily Readings on the  
   right side of the main page.  

                                                            Prayers 

PRAY  for ... 
•   peace in our world, especially in the Holy Land, for an end to terrorism and civil strife, all hostages, refugees and immigrants. 
• the safety of all those who protect us:  military personnel, police officers, fire fighters and all others. 
• a transformation of mind and heart for those who do not believe in the sanctity of human life.  
• for all healthcare professionals to make wise and ethical decisions to promote health. 
• the spread of the Gospel and the sanctity of all marriages and families. 
• an end to all discrimination, prejudice and hatred. 
• all the sick and suffering, the dying and the faithful departed †.  

 

Pope’s Intentions:   
Universal: Sports: Centrality of the Human Person. That each may contr ibute to the common good and to the building of a 
society that places the human person at the center.. 
Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize. That by par ticipating in the Sacraments and meditating on Scr ipture, Chr istians may 
become more aware of their mission to evangelize. 

 
 

Saturday               September 24 
  (Eng)    5:00 pm   Lois Mendiola                  
  (Viet)    7:00 pm   For Community Intentions       

Sunday        September 25                         
  (Eng)    7:00 am   Pat Califa †    
  (Eng)    9:00 am   Sue Sumner †           
  (Eng)  11:00 am   Angelita † & Leonard Haider †    
  (Viet)    1:00 pm   For Community Intentions 
  (Eng)    5:30 pm   For the People of the Parish           
  (Span)  7:30 pm   Marvin Escobar         
Monday                 September  26   
  (Eng)    7:00 am   Holy Souls in Purgatory †    
  (Eng)  12:10 pm  Archbishop Charles J. Chaput OFM Cap        
Tuesday                September 27  
   (Eng)   7:00 am   Carole Le Gard       
   (Eng) 12:10 pm   Rose Marie Marchese †    
Wednesday          September 28 
  (Eng)    7:00 am   Bernadine & F.R. Pizzitola †         
  (Eng)  12:10 pm   Paul Hewitt †     

Thursday              September 29  
  (Eng)    7:00 am   Margaret Ellen Dickie †           
  (Eng)  12:10 pm   Sharon Messa         
Friday       September 30 
  (Eng)    7:00 am   Margaret Hotze      
  (Eng)  12:10 pm   Bernard J. Shannon †         
Saturday               October 1 
  (Eng)    5:00 pm   George Casseb †                          
  (Viet)    7:00 pm   For the Vietnamese Catholic Mothers       

Sunday        October 2                         
  (Eng)    7:00 am   Bernadine & F.R. Pizzitola †    
  (Eng)    9:00 am   Vanessa Estelle Munoz †           
  (Eng)  11:00 am   O.C. Mendenhall †    
  (Viet)    1:00 pm  For the Vietnamese Men of the Sacred Heart 
  (Eng)    5:30 pm   Richard Ellis †             
  (Span)  7:30 pm   For the People of the Parish         
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Pray for those marrying  

Oct 1st - Randall Owen Sorrels & Alexandrea Lydia Farias 
John Kroger Medina & Kathleen Nguyen 

 
Pray for those affected by recent flooding. 

Pray for all the unemployed. 

For the repose of the souls of Tom Rooney †, brother of Fr. John 
Ronney; Neal Flagg †, father of Fr. Wayne Flagg; Elonia L. Au-
gustine  †, mother of Chafe Frank; William EF Thurber, Jr. †, 
father of Elizabeth Kimes and Abel “Cookie” Lopez †, brother-in-
law of Rose Gallardo.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
 

May they rest in peace.     —Amen. 
 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.   —Amen. 

For consolation and God’s healing graces upon the family 
and friends of the deceased. Heal their pain and dispel the 
darkness and doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 

PRAY  for the  DEAD 

Pray the Rosary daily for:  
• Life and Marriage 
• Religious Liberty 



         Children’s  Catechesis  &  Evangelization  (CCE) 
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ReneAigner / 

 

ReneAigner / 

 

ReneAigner / 

PLEASE  NOTE:   Last Call  “REGISTER  NOW!” 

 
 

1ST  RECONCILIATION  (Penance / Confession)  
and  

1ST  HOLY  COMMUNION  (Eucharist) 
 Immediate  Preparation Sessions  HAVE  BEGUN! 

Next and last “first class” for this Fall is  
Next Sunday October 2.    

 

    1.  If your family is participating in our Co-Cathedral   
 parish community, and 
    2.  If your child is at least in Second grade in school, and 
    3.  If your child was last year and is currently this year 
 registered in our Co-Cathedral’s CCE process  
 OR  attending a Catholic School.  
Your child is eligible for Immediate Preparation for the  
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.   

Baptism Certificate is required with registration form. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Selma at  
                      sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

Faith Formation for Children and Youth  
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart Parish 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
 

The goal of Children and Youth Faith Formation here at 
the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart is to provide a  com-
prehensive process of the highest possible quality of Cath-
olic Christian Education and Spiritual Formation for the
Children and Youth of our Parish.  We do this in a safe, 
welcoming, caring, and hospitable environment while ena-
bling their parents and guardians to successfully accept and
perform their role as the primary teachers and role  models 
of their children. 

It is never too late 
to register your children for Faith                     

Formation.  
Registration Forms are available:  

    - Online at www.sacredhearthouston.org/cce-classes 
    - Narthex of the Church - Cathedral Centre 

ACTIVITIES  FOR  CATHOLIC  FAMILIES 

 

ReneAigner / 

Saint of the Day 
St. Wenceslaus 

Feast Day: September 28 
Patron Saint of: of Bohemia, Czech state, Prague  

 

Wenceslaus was born into the royal family of 
Bohemia and was raised a Christian by his 
grandmother. Christianity was not widespread 
throughout the land, and most nobility were very 

much against it. He assumed the throne shortly after the death of 
his father. Wenceslaus announced that he would support God’s 
law and endeavor to rule with justice and mercy. There is no evi-
dence to support the particular deeds with which he is credited in 
the Christmas carol since it was written in England sometime 
during the seventeenth century. Saint Wenceslaus is the patron 
saint of Czech Republic.  

Text from www.oursundayvisitor.com 

Parents Corner 
Parents: Please visit the following websites for great ideas for 
your families. All three websites offer tips, tools, crafting ideas, 
seasonal projects and much more! 
*********************************************************** 
CATHOLIC MOM catholicmom.com 
True to its name, this site offers a plethora of tips, tools and reference mate-
rials for Catholic moms. Daily features include the Daily Gospel Reflec-
tions, Tech Talk and Book Notes. On Sunday, new Lectionary-based activi-
ties are posted, and there is a weekly giveaway of Catholic resources.  

CATHOLIC DADS Catholicdadsonline.org 
This website is a great spot for Catholic dads looking to build community 
and strengthen their Catholic faith in the process. The topics include guy-
focused themes such as work and finance, family life, culture concerns and 
more.  

Mail a letter to someone you 
care. The feast day of St. Gabriel, 
the Archangel; the Patron Saint 
of messengers and postal work-
ers, is Sept. 29th  

Look around your room, house, 
or pantry for items or food to 
donate to the less fortunate. 
Feast Day of St. Vincent de Paul 
is Sept. 27th 

Learn a prayer or even a 
short phrase in Latin. St 
Jerome translated from 
Hebrew to Latin, and his 
feast day is Sept. 30th 

 
Sign of the Cross: 

In nomine Patris, et Filii, et 
Spiritus Sancti. Amen 

  

Faith Formation Sundays! 
September  25 , 9 am - 10:30 am 

Theme: God cares for the poor and the oppressed, and we 
should too! 

Breaking Open the Word 
Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s Gospel 

Step One: Listen to the Word 
When you hear the story of the rich man, Lazarus, what 
catches your ear in it? What word or phrase really strikes 
you? 

Step Two: Look into Your Life 

Question for Children: Jesus teaches us to share what we 
have with others. What do you have that you are able to 
share? 

Question for Youth: The Gospel story tells us that we are 
judged by what we do or don’t do for the poor and needy. 
How are you currently reaching out to those in need? What 
more could you do? 

Question for Adults: What choices can you or have you 
made to balance your own life with those who are homeless, 
poor and in need of assistance for daily living? How does this 
Gospel reading inform you about that? 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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The Youth Ministry Meeting is Today, September 25 at 2:30 - 4: 30 pm on the second floor. Please remember 
to invite a friend to this hour of prayer, fun and fellowship. NO meeting on October 2nd due to out of town 
Confirmation Retreat. Next meeting will be Oct. 9th at 2:30 - 4:30 pm. 
 
 

Why Youth Ministry? 
 

1.  The Church needs young people to be the church today. 
2.  Young people should be encouraged to find their God-given gi s and develop them. 
3.  Youth Ministry is a safe environment for youth to share their faith. 
4.  Youth ministry is discipleship. 
5 . Youth ministry can connect teens to the mission of the church. 
 

Please contact Stephanie Rocha at 281-794-4841 if you have any ques ons. 

 

We would like to invite you to  
explore the possibility of becoming a member 

of our Catholic Faith and Community. 

 

We offer opportunities to enter into the RCIA Process  
to become Catholic and/or become a fully Initiated  

Catholic year round.   
Please contact us.  We would love to hear from you. 

 

For more information or to set an appointment to get 
started email Selma at  

sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

Here at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
We offer Adult Confirmation Sessions twice a year 

for our parishioners.  
Once in the Spring for Confirmation at Pentecost and 
Once in the Fall for Confirmation the first part of Jan. 

Requirements:   - Baptized Catholic 
 - Have received First Eucharist 

- No canonical impediments to receiving the Sacraments 
 - Have graduated High School 

 - Interview with Director of Adult Faith Formation  
Fall 2016 Sessions starting now! 

Contact Selma for more information or an interview:  
sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

 

Let the Games Begin: That might be a good slogan for the Olympics, but not for a marriage! The Worldwide Marriage  
Encounter Weekend shows couples how they can be straightforward and honest in their communication, thus building a 
foundation for the kind of trust and love every marriage deserves. The next two scheduled weekends this year will be  
Oct. 14-16 and Nov. 4-6. Find out more or sign up at: www.houstonme.org or call 713-482-1791.  

Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
Invites you to come and join other Catholic 

Young Adults for our Fall Series of talks and dis-
cussion on the importance of voting as Catholics. 

Thursday, Oct. 20 Catholics in the voting process. 
 

Daniel Cardinal DiNardo will be speaking regarding the 
"Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship"  
Location: Cathedral Centre, 4th Floor  Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm        

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible! 
8 Week Bible Study:  Tuesdays Evenings 

Cathedral Centre:  7 pm—8:30 pm  Cost: $25.00 
If you as a young adult would like to have a deeper relation-
ship with God and a better understanding of your faith, then 
join us for:  Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible.  You will 
not only benefit personally from being part of this Bible 
study; you will also help to bring about a profound  renewal 
in our parish as we grow closer to Christ.   
 September 27: Ear ly Wor ld  October 4:  Patr iarchs  

 

For more info, contact Carmen at cbenitez@sacredhearthouston.org  

Any pet lovers out there? 
We are in need of people who are willing to team together for our  Annual Blessing of the Pets. 

Saturday, Oct. 1st at 10 am—side drive of church, Fannin St.  
Come & be part of it!  

To volunteer contact: Carmen Benitez at cbenitez@sacredhearthouston.org 

Young Catholic Professionals 
Executive Speaker Series: Mary Caprio 

Tuesday, September 27th 
 

The Houston chapter of Young Catholic Professionals (YCP)  
[those in their 20’s & 30’s) will gather: 

6:15 pm-Adoration/EXALT in our Church—Fr. Khoi Le 
Cathedral Centre—Fourth Floor: 7 pm - 9 pm 

7 pm - Networking/Social Hour (free appetizers & drinks) 
7:45 pm - 9 pm - Mary Caprio 
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Men! That Man Is You!  

Come and bring a friend!  

When: Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 a.m. 

Where: Cathedral Centre: 3rd Floor 

For more Information contact:  
William Carpenter @ 832 -423-4990  
John Hernandez @832-703-7308  

Welcome to “Opening the Word” 
a program offering prayer and insights for the 
Sunday Scriptural lessons in Year C. Featuring 
a variety of experienced presenters including 
Dr. Tim Gray, Mary Healy, Scott Powell, Dr. 
Edward Sri and Ben Akers, the 52 videos are 
designed to facilitate thought and discussion 
for personal faith formation or in the context of 
a group meeting. Personal Prayer Journals and 

a Group Leader’s Guide are also available to make the most of 
these Sunday readings.          [Available on “Formed”] 

Adult Confirmation Sessions  
“The Sacrament of the Holy Spirit” 

 

 “Confirmation, together with Baptism and Eucharist, form the 
Sacraments of Initiation that are intimately connected. In the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, the baptized person is ‘sealed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit’ and is strengthened for service to the Body of 
Christ.” (US Catholic Catechism for Adults, 2012 printing, page 203.) 
 

 The reception of the sacrament of Confirmation is necessary 
for the completion of baptismal grace…. “By the sacrament of Confir-
mation [the baptized] are more perfectly bound to the Church and are 
enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit.”  (CCC, no.1285) 
   

 Baptized Catholics, who have completed High School, and 
are actively and regularly receiving the Eucharist while participat-
ing in the Mass, but for whatever reason never received the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, are invited to email Selma at  
sdemarco@sacredhearthouston.org to set an appointment to get 
started on your process of completing your Sacraments of Initiation. 

 

Navigating Your Finances God's Way  
 

       A 9 week Scripture study that teaches 
God's perspective about money and posses-
sions.  Students read and answer questions 
about Bible verses, which are discussed in 

class.  The learning is enhanced through personal practi-
cal applications which help students implement Biblical 
principles in their everyday lives. No personal financial 
information is revealed.  
 

       Whether you are young or old, retired or working, mar-
ried or single, struggling financially or have plenty of mon-
ey, this is for you! With more than 2,500 verses in the Bible 
that deal with money and possessions it must be                      
important.  

First Class:  Sunday, Sept. 25. 
in the Cathedral Centre Room 323 

Time:  3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Space is limited, so register soon. 

 

To register contact Selma DeMarco at                                              
demarco@sacredhearthouston.org 

Register at http://formed.org/register/#/registration/individual?
ParishCode: 0be7ec (first digit is the number 0) 

From the Church’s Greatest Teachers 
GREAT  CATHOLIC  CONTENT 

“FORMED” 

Video/Discussion Sessions 
On the Basics of Catholic Faith 

TUESDAY  EVENINGS 
6:45pm-8:45pm   

At the Cathedral Centre in Room 164 
September 27:  “The Sacraments” 

October 4:  “The Eucharist” 

Come for one session or as many as you choose. 
Hope is you enjoy the experience enough you will 

come for them all! 
 

Catholic?  Need Confirmation?  This is the starting point! 

Just curious about what we Catholics believe and why? 
Come on over and let’s discuss it! Does not matter if you are 

Catholic or not, or how long you have been Catholic if you are! 

Everyone is Invited!
Stewardship Reflection: 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time: September 25 
 

That our eyes may be open to the needs around us and our 
hands and hearts may be open to sharing our gifts to make this 
world a better place for all of us. “My child, remember that you 
received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus 
likewise received what was bad; but now he is comforted here, 
whereas you are tormented. Moreover, between us and you a 
great chasm is established…” Luke 16:25-26 When God creat-
ed the world He declared that it was good and He gave it to all 
mankind for us to enjoy. However, over the years we have cre-
ated a chasm between those who have great gifts and those 
who do not. In today’s Gospel we see that with our own gener-
osity we must bridge that gap between those who have much 
and those who have little or we may find ourselves on the 
wrong side of the chasm in the next life.  

Marriage Preparation:  
Advance approval required to begin classes.    

 

• Sunday, October 2:  Initial 

• Sunday, October 9:  FOCCUS 

• Sunday, October 16:  Class C 

Location: Cathedral Centre.   
   Please check White Board for room assignment each time.   

Time: Sign-in: 12:00-12:30/Class: 12:30—2:30p.m. 

   

Contact the parish at least nine months prior to the desired wedding 
date to register for classes, and book your date.   

Out of country weddings require twelve months.  



 

           STEWARDSHIP: Time, Talent, Treasure 
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                                              Sept. 17/18            Year to Date 
Actual Collection:                       $31,839*                 $382,791 
Budgeted Collection:                 $34,167                  $409,499 
 

Amount over (Under):               ( $2,328)                ($  26,708) 
 

*Includes $7,119 from Faith Direct.                                                                  

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary.   
During the month of October, we invite you to join us to pray the 
Rosary for peace 30 minutes prior to the 5 pm Saturday and 7 
am, 9 am & 11 am Sunday Masses.  We will pray in the Marian 
transept of the church.  If you would like to volunteer to lead the 
rosary, please contact Gwenne Buck in the parish office, 713-659
-1561 or gbuck@sacredhearthouston.org 

Blessing   of   the   Animals 
God’s  care  extends  

beyond the human fami ly  to  the 
whole  of  creat ion!   

 

10 am Saturday, October 1st  
Side  Driveway  on  Fannin  St. 

  next to Co-Cathedral  
 

Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis, the loving friend to all  
creatures.  Bring your animals (gerbils, hamsters, goldfish, 
rabbits, horses, etc.) and pets (dogs and cats properly re-
strained) for a special blessing. People of all faiths are 
welcome!  For more info, contact parish office. 

 

 

2016 Coming Masses at the Co-Cathedral 
  
White Mass: 5 pm Saturday Vigil Mass, October 22 
      Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, celebrant 
   For all in the medical profession 
   Contact Donna Nisenson, donna@sanjoseclinic.org  
 

Fire Fighters Mass: 11 am Sunday Mass, October 30 
        Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza, celebrant     
   For all in the fire fighter agencies 
   Contact Josef Gregory, Josef.Gregory@houstontx.gov 

On Monday (September 12), full-page advertisements ran in the San Antonio Express-News, the Houston Chronicle, and the Dallas 
Morning News from a Washington D.C.-based entity called Catholics for Choice. 
 

Despite what is implied by its name, Catholics for Choice is not a member-oriented organization and has no affiliation with the 
Roman Catholic Church. Instead, it is financed by grants from a few secular organizations pushing a pro-abortion agenda. It seldom 
ventures beyond Washington to Texas, unless it is to buy expensive, full-page ads when it serves their pro-abortion agenda. 
 

It is not clear why Catholics for Choice chose a handful of individuals identifying themselves as Catholics as ambassadors for the 
false premise that refusal to pay for someone’s abortion is an assault on anyone’s God-given dignity. The only assault on dignity in 
this discussion is the abortion, which ends one life and irrevocably diminishes countless other lives. 
 

The misguided campaign of the so-called “Catholics for Choice” organization misrepresents the moral guidance of our Church. The 
Bishops of the United States, in accord with our Holy Father, Pope Francis, have been unequivocal in proclaiming the dignity of 
unborn human life. Millions of Catholics in Texas actively live out this teaching in our pro-life ministries and advocacy. 
 

Nor is it clear why this small activist group insists on describing itself as “Catholic” when it apparently declines to embrace and 
live the principles of the Catholic faith. Catholic social teaching is based on and inseparable from our understanding of human life 
and human dignity. Every person, from the moment of conception to natural death, has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent 
with that dignity. Catholics, by definition, are in accord with the essential teachings of the Church and embrace the faith that has 
been handed down to us through Jesus Christ and the apostles. Someone cannot call themselves a Catholic, yet reject the sanctity of 
life by active support of abortion. 
 

 Cardinal Daniel DiNardo       Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes, STD  
 Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston      Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter  
 

 Most Rev. Gustavo Garcia-Siller, M.Sp.S      Most Rev. Kevin J. Farrell 
 Archdiocese of San Antonio       Diocese of Dallas     

 

Statement in response to Catholics for Choice, Campaign— Sept. 12, 2016 

Stitching Angels  Our ministry will be meeting & sew-
ing on Oct. 1, at 9:30 am. Meetings are held at our Sewing Stu-
dio every two weeks.  Please call for address.  Winners of our 
raffle are:  Quilt—Lydia Buentello, Planter Box—Sal Aguilar, 
Wreath—Susana Acevedo, & 2 Paintings—Stephanie Gutierrez 
and James Zamora. **We need donations of gently used wedding 
dresses, black formal wear or black lace, First Holy Communion 
clothing for boys and girls, yarn, crocheting and knitting supplies, 
fabrics, quilting and sewing supplies.   Contact: Sharon Messa,                      
smessa1009@aol.com, (713) 240-3420   

ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY Next Training Class/Practice 
is Oct. 8 at 9-11 am.  Please RSVP if you plan on attending this 
training.  If at least 5 people do not RSVP, class will not be held.  
Training Class/Practice is held in the Co-Cathedral. Contact:  
Sharon Messa, (713) 240-3420, smessa1009@aol.com 

SECOND  COLLECTION  THIS  WEEKEND 
LOAN  REDUCTION  

Knights  of  Columbus #803 
Coffee and donuts will be served after 9 & 11 am 

Masses on Sunday, Oct. 2nd in front                                       
of the church for fellowship.  
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    “If indeed ‘the just ordering of society and of the state is a cen-
tral responsibility of politics,’ the Church ‘cannot and must not 
remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice.’”1  So writes Pope 
Francis, quoting Pope Benedict XVI.  

Our nation faces many political challenges that demand well-in-
formed moral choices:  
• The ongoing destruction of a million innocent human lives 

each year by abortion  
• Physician-assisted suicide  
• The redefinition of marriage  
• The excessive consumption of material goods and the destruc-

tion of natural resources, harming the environment as well as 
the poor  

• Deadly attacks on Christians and other religious minorities 
throughout the world  

• Efforts to narrow the definition and exercise of religious free-
dom  

• Economic policies that fail to prioritize the needs of poor peo-
ple, at home and abroad  

• A broken immigration system and a worldwide refugee crisis  

• Wars, terror, and violence that threaten every aspect of human 
life and dignity.2  

As Catholics, we are part of a community with profound teach-
ings that help us consider challenges in public life, contribute to 
greater justice and peace for all people, and evaluate policy posi-
tions, party platforms, and candidates’ promises and actions in 
light of the Gospel in order to help build a better world.            
Why Does the Church Teach About Issues Affec ng Pub-
lic Policy? 
    The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral char-
acter of society is a requirement of our faith, a part of the mission 
given to us by Jesus Christ. As people of both faith and reason, 
Catholics are called to bring truth to political life and to practice 
Christ’s commandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34).  

The US Constitution protects the right of individual believers 
and religious bodies to proclaim and live out their faith without 
government interference, favoritism, or discrimination. Civil law 
should recognize and protect the Church’s right and responsibility 
to participate in society without abandoning its moral convictions. 
Our nation’s tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, 
when religious groups and people of faith bring their convictions 
into public life. The Catholic community brings to political dia-
logue a consistent moral framework and broad experience serving 
those in need.                                                                              
Who in the Church Should Par cipate in Poli cal Life? 
     In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and 
participation in political life is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we 
should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our at-
tachment to any political party or interest group. In today’s envi-
ronment, Catholics may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing 
that no party and few candidates fully share our comprehensive 
commitment to human life and dignity. This should not discourage 
us. On the contrary, it makes our obligation to act all the more ur-

gent. Catholic lay women and men need to act on the Church’s 
moral principles and become more involved: running for office, 
working within political parties, and communicating concerns to 
elected officials. Even those who cannot vote should raise their 
voices on matters that affect their lives and the common good. 
Faithful citizenship is an ongoing responsibility, not just an elec-
tion year duty.                                                                                                      
How Can Catholic Social Teaching Help Guide Our 
Participation? 
    In the words of Pope Francis, “progress in building a people in 
peace, justice and fraternity depends on four principles related to 
constant tensions present in every social reality. These derive from 
the pillars of the Church’s social doctrine, which serve as ‘primary 
and fundamental parameters of reference for interpreting and eval-
uating social phenomena.’”3 The four principles include the dignity 
of the human person, the common good, subsidiarity, and solidari-
ty. Taken together, these principles provide a moral framework for 
Catholic engagement in advancing what we have called a con-
sistent ethic of life” (Living the Gospel of Life, no. 22).  
   Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally 
equivalent; nor does it reduce Catholic teaching to one or two is-
sues. It anchors the Catholic commitment to defend human life and 
other human rights, from conception until natural death, in the 
fundamental obligation to respect the dignity of every human being 
as a child of God.                                                                                            
      Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candi-
dates’ positions on issues and should consider candidates’ integri-
ty, philosophy, and performance. It is important for all citizens “to 
see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, 
and to choose their political leaders according to principle, not 
party affiliation or mere self-interest” (USCCB, Living the Gospel 
of Life, no. 33). The following summary of the four principles high-
lights several themes of Catholic social teaching for special consid-
eration: these include human rights and responsibilities, respect for 
work and the rights of workers, care for God’s creation, and the 
preferential option for the poor and vulnerable.4                                                          

The Dignity of the Human Person 
    Human life is sacred because every person is created in the im-
age and likeness of God. There is a rich and multifaceted Catholic 
teaching on human dignity summarized in the Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church. Every human being “must always 
be understood in his unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness . . . 
This entails above all the requirement not only of simple respect on 
the part of others, especially political and social institutions and 
their leaders with regard to every man and woman on the earth, but 
even more, this means that the primary commitment of each person 
towards others, and particularly of these same institutions, must be 
for the promotion and integral development of the person” (no. 
131). The Compendium continues, “It is necessary to ‘consider 
every neighbor without exception as another self, taking into ac-
count first of all his life and the means necessary for living it with 
dignity’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27). Every political, economic, 
social, scientific and cultural program must be inspired by the 
awareness of the primacy of each human being over society.”5                  
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This brief document is Part I of a summary of the US bishops’ reflec on, Forming Consciences for Faithful Ci zenship, which                

complements the teaching of bishops in dioceses and states. 
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Subsidiarity 
        It is impossible to promote the dignity of the person without 
showing concern for the family, groups, associations, and local 
realities—in short, for those economic, social, cultural, recreation-
al, professional, and political communities to which people sponta-
neously give life and which make it possible for them to achieve 
effective social growth.6 The family, based on marriage between a 
man and a woman, is the fundamental unit of society. This sanctu-
ary for the creation and nurturing of children must not be rede-
fined, undermined, or neglected. Supporting families should be a 
priority for economic and social policies. How our society is orga-
nized—in economics and politics, in law and public policy—
affects the well-being of individuals and of society. Every person 
and association has a right and a duty to participate in shaping soci-
ety to promote the well-being of individuals and the common good. 
   The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institu-
tions in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller 
or local institutions; yet larger institutions have essential re-
sponsibilities when the more local institutions cannot adequate-
ly protect human dignity, meet human needs, and advance the 
common  good.7                                                                                                                                   

The Common Good 
   The common good is comprised of “the sum total of social condi-
tions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to 
reach their fulfilment more fully and more easily.”8                                           

Human dignity is respected and the common good is fostered only if 
human rights are protected and basic responsibilities are met. 
Every human being has a right to life, a right to religious freedom, and 
a right to have access to those things required for human decency—
food and shelter, education and employment, health care and housing. 
Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities—to our-
selves, to our families, and to the larger society. 

The economy must serve people, not the other way around. An 
economic system must serve the dignity of the human person and 
the common good by respecting the dignity of work and protecting 
the rights of workers. Economic justice calls for  decent work at 
fair, living wages, a broad and fair legalization program with a path 
to citizenship for immigrant workers, and the opportunity for all 
people to work together for the common good through their work, 
ownership, enterprise, investment, participation in unions, and 
other forms of economic activity. Workers also have responsibili-
ties—to provide a fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay, to treat em-
ployers and coworkers with respect, and to carry out their work in 
ways that contribute to the common good. Workers, employers, 
and unions should not only advance their own interests but also 
work together to advance economic justice and the well-being of 
all. 

We have a duty to care for God’s creation, which Pope Francis 
refers to in Laudato Si’ as “our common home.”9 We all are called 
to be careful stewards of God’s creation and to ensure a safe and 
hospitable environment for vulnerable human beings now and in 
the future. Pope Francis, consistent with St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI (World Day of Peace Message, 1990 and 2010), has 
lifted up pollution, climate change, lack of access to clean water, 
and the loss of biodiversity as particular challenges. Pope Francis 
speaks of an “ecological debt” (no. 51) owed by wealthier nations 
to developing nations. And he calls all of us to an “ecological con-

version” (no. 219), by which “the effects of [our] encounter with 
Jesus Christ become evident in [our] relationship with the world 
around [us]”.10 Indeed, this concern with “natural ecology” is an 
indispensable part of the broader “human ecology,” which encom-
passes not only material but moral and social dimensions as well.                
Solidarity  
Solidarity is “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself 
to . . . the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really 
responsible for all.” It is found in “a commitment to the good of one’s 
neighbor with the readiness, in the Gospel sense, to ‘lose oneself’ for 
the sake of the other instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’ in-
stead of oppressing him for one’s own advantage.”11  

We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, eco-
nomic, and ideological differences. Our Catholic commitment to soli-
darity requires that we pursue justice, eliminate racism, end human traf-
ficking, protect human rights, seek peace, and avoid the use of force 
except as a necessary last resort. 
In a special way, our solidarity must find expression in the prefer-
ential option for the poor and vulnerable. A moral test for  socie-
ty is how we treat the weakest among us—the unborn, those dealing 
with disabilities or terminal illness, the poor, and the marginalized. 
Conclusion  
In light of Catholic teaching, the bishops vigorously repeat their call 
for a renewed politics that focuses on moral principles, the promo-
tion of human life and dignity, and the pursuit of the common good. 
Political participation in this spirit reflects not only the social teach-
ing of our Church but the best traditions of our nation.                                        
Notes 

1 Evangelii Gaudium, no. 183. 
2 This specific list of issues is taken from the Introductory Note to Form-
ing Consciences for Faithful Ci zenship, 2015. For a fuller considera on, 
see the second document in this series, “The Challenge of Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Ci zenship; Part II: Making Moral Choices and 
Applying Our Principles” (2016), and the full statement of the bishops’ 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Ci zenship, 2015. 
3 Evangelii Gaudium, no. 221. 
4 These principles are drawn from a rich tradi on more fully described 
in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church from the Pon-
fical Council for Jus ce and Peace (Washington, DC: United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005), no. 160. For more informa on 
on these principles, see Forming Consciences for Faithful Ci zenship, 
2016, nos. 40ff. 
5 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 132. This sum-
mary represents only a few highlights from the fuller treatment of the 
human person in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. 
For the fuller treatment, see especially nos. 124-159 where many other 
important aspects of human dignity are treated. 
6 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 185. 
7 Centesimus Annus, no. 48; Dignita s Humanae, nos. 4-6. 
8 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 164 
9 Laudato Si’, no. 77. 
10 Laudato Si’, nos. 219 and 217. 
11 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 193. (See Mt 
10:40-42, 20:25; Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27) 
 

          SOURCE: h p://www.usccb.org/issues-and-ac on/faithful-
ci zenship/upload/The-Challenge-of-Forming-Consciences-for-Faithful-
Ci zenship-Part-1.pdf 
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For questions about our Parish Outreach Ministry email us at CARITAS@SACREDHEARTHOUSTON.ORG 

Feed A Friend   

Monthly Parish Food Drive  
Is Next Weekend October 1-2 

Pick up a brown bag with needs list on your way out today 
or try our Virtual Food Basket Online!    

Visit our Outreach Page at  
www.sacredhearthouston.org/outreach 

No heavy bags to carry—tax deductible  

Do you know of an individual or family who would benefit 
from receiving fresh food items?  

Our Next Mobile Food Distribution will be October 15 
Begins @ 9am (Cathedral Centre Parking Lot) 

Please invite them to come and receive.   
No income requirements—All are Welcome 

Recipients should bring their own bags or box for food. 

To view our projects visit our Parish “Outreach”  page at www.sacredhearthouston.org/outreach     

Outreach Ministry would like to thank those of you who contributed prayers 
and cards for our Military Troops through our Million Thanks project.   

One of the recipients of your cards and a care basket is  
USAF (U.S. Air Force) (Master Sargent)  MSgt. Carlos Ruiz.   

He is stationed at Kunsan Air Base in South Korea,  
but currently in Houston  

to receive medical treatment at MD Anderson. 
 

“Thank you so much from both of us!  It truly made his day.  It was perfect! 
Loved the healthy items and the cards were heart warming.” - Amelia (Wife) 

 

If you would like to send Carlos and Amelia a card or gift,   
you may drop them off at our Outreach Office.   

We will ensure your kindness gets to them.   
We ask you to keep Carlos and his wife in your daily prayers.   

 

Please keep the letters and cards coming for our troops!  
For letter writing guidelines & deadlines visit our Parish Outreach page 

at  www.sacredhearthouston.org/letters-to-our-military. 
 

Do you have a loved one currently serving in the military?  
Would you like Outreach Ministry to send cards and a care package?  

Contact us at  
caritas@sacredhearthouston.org 

USAF MSgt. Carlos Ruiz 

Help Move  
A Friend 

Volunteers are 
needed  

to help move one of our disabled 
parishioners who is a recent flood 

victim to her new apartment. 
Saturday, Oct. 1st  

8—11 am 
If you are available to help 

Please contact us at 
caritas@sacredhearthouston.org 

Or call our office at 
713-659-1561 x110 
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Ministerios Espirituales 

Palabras del Papa Francisco 

-Preludio del Órgano: una improvisación 

-Antífona de Entrada: Podr ías hacer  recaer  sobre nosotros, 
Señor, todo el rigor de tu justicia, porque hemos pecado contra 
ti y hemos desobedecido tu mandatos; pero, haz honor a tu 
nombre y trátanos conforme a tu inmensa misericordia. 

-Entrada: Aquí Estamos, Señor  (#717) 

-Gloria (Misa San José, #5) 

-Salmo: Alaba, alma mía, al Señor . Alaba, alma mía, al 
Señor.   

-Canto de Ofertorio: Pur ifícame, Señor  (#748) 

-Santo (Misa Melódica, #109) 

-Anunciamos Tu Muerte (Misa Melódica, #110) 

-Amen (Misa Melódica, #111) 

-Cordero de Dios (Misa Melódica, #112) 

-Antífona: [Memento] En esto hemos conocido lo que es el 
amor de Dios: en que dio su vida por nosotros. Por eso también 
nosotros debemos dar la vida por los hermanos. (1Jn. 3, 16) 

-Comunión: El Que Coma de Este Pan (#575) 

-Salida: Con la Cruz (#652) 

-Postludio del Órgano: una improvisación 

Estudio Bíblico: Conozca al Señor mejor a través de nuestro 
platica de Biblia, cada lunes a las 6 pm del primer piso del 
Centro Catedral, conducido por el Diacono Daniel. 
 

La Legión de María: Debajo del liderazgo de María, cultive 
su relación con Cristo cada lunes a las 7:15 pm del primer 
piso del Centro Catedral, para rezar el santo rosario, reflexio-
nar sobres las enseñanzas del Señor, y hacer planes para ser-
vir al Señor. 
 

Monaguillos: Niños, si han recibido la Primera Comunión, 
pueden ser monaguillo. Hablen con el Diacono Daniel. 
 

El Coro: Denle glor ia a Dios por  medio de su voz, cantán-
dole y alabándole, como miembros del coro. No necesitan 
experiencia, Practicamos cada domingo a las 6 de la tarde en 
el Centro Catedral.  

La Palabra entre Nosotros está en venta en por $2.00. La Pa-
labra entre Nosotros tiene las meditaciones espirituales de 
cada día del mes de octubre, y los artículos de religiosidad.  
 

La Santa Biblia está en venta por  $7.00.  
 

En celebración de la fiesta de San Francisco de Asís, el pa-
trono de los animales, tendremos una bendición de animales el 
sábado, 1 de octubre a las 10 am. Para seguridad de todos los 
animales, por favor asegurarse que su mascota esté bajo su 
cuidado todo el tiempo. 

El Hombre Rico y Lázaro 
Queridos hermanos y hermanas, deseo detenerme con ustedes hoy 
en la parábola del hombre rico y del pobre Lázaro. La vida de estas 
dos personas parece recorrer caminos paralelos: las condiciones de 
vida son opuestas y del todo incomunicadas. La puerta de la casa 
del rico está siempre cerrada al pobre, que reposa allí afuera, bus-
cando comer cualquier residuo de la mesa del rico. Él usa vestidos 
de lujo, mientras que Lázaro está cubierto de yagas; el rico cada 
día come generosamente, mientras que Lázaro muere de hambre. 
Sólo los perros cuidan de él, y lamen sus yagas. Lázaro representa 
bien el grito silencioso de los pobres de todos los tiempos y la 
contradicción de un mundo en el cual las inmensas riquezas y re-
cursos están en las manos de pocos. Jesús dice que un día aquel 
hombre rico murió -los pobres y los ricos mueren, tienen el mismo 
destino, todos nosotros, no hay excepciones a esto- y entonces se 
dirigió a Abraham suplicándole con el apelativo de “padre”. Recla-
ma, por lo tanto, de ser su hijo perteneciente al pueblo de Dios. Y 
sin embargo en vida no ha mostrado alguna consideración hacia 
Dios, más bien ha hecho de sí mimos el centro de todo, cerrado en 
su mundo de lujo y de desperdicio. Excluyendo a Lázaro, no ha 
tenido en cuenta ni al Señor, ni a su ley. ¡Ignorar al pobre es des-
preciar a Dios! Y esto debemos aprenderlo bien ¡Ignorar al pobre 
es despreciar a Dios! En la segunda parte de la parábola, 
reencontramos a Lázaro y el rico después de su muerte. En el más 
allá la situación se ha invertido: el pobre Lázaro es llevado por los 
ángeles al cielo con Abraham, el rico en cambio cae entre los tor-
mentos. Entonces el rico  «levantó los ojos y vio de lejos a 
Abraham, y a Lázaro a su lado». Le parece ver a Lázaro por pri-
mera vez, pero sus palabras lo traicionan: «Padre Abraham  –dice– 
ten piedad de mí y manda a Lázaro, lo conocía eh, manda a Lázaro 
a meter en el agua la punta del dedo y a bañarme la lengua, porque 
sufro terriblemente en esta llama». Ahora el rico reconoce Lázaro 
y le pide ayuda, mientras que en vida fingía no verlo. Cuántas ve-
ces, cuántas veces, tanta gente finge no ver a los pobres, para ellos 
los pobres no existen ¡Antes le negaba los residuos de su mesa, y 
ahora querría que le llevara de beber! Cree todavía poder poseer 
derechos por su precedente condición social. Declarando imposi-
ble cumplir su solicitud, Abraham en persona ofrece las claves de 
toda la narración: él explica que los bienes y males han sido distri-
buidos de modo de compensar la injusticia terrena, y la puerta que 
separaba en vida al rico del pobre, se ha transformado en «un gran 
abismo». Hasta que Lázaro estaba bajo su casa, para el rico había 
posibilidad de salvación, abrir la puerta, ayudar a Lázaro, pero 
ahora que ambos están muertos, la situación se ha transformado en 
irreparable. Dios no es nunca llamado directamente en causa, pero 
la parábola pone claramente en guardia: la misericordia de Dios 
hacia nosotros está vinculada a nuestra misericordia hacia el próji-
mo; cuando falta esta, también aquella no encuentra espacio en 
nuestro corazón cerrado, no puede entrar. Si yo no abro la puerta 
de mi corazón al pobre, aquella puerta permanece cerrada, también 
para Dios, y esto es terrible. 

Abraham le dijo: 
'Hijo, recuerda 
que en tu vida 
recibiste bienes y 
Lázaro, en cam-
bio, males. Por 
eso él goza aho-
ra de consuelo, 
mientras que tú 
sufres tormen-
tos. 
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